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Sunday 30

th
 March, 2pm. Annual cricket match against the Yellow Creek-Dairy Creek Landcare Group. It’s 

on again and Jim Osborne is very keen to hear from any potential local players (or umpires). The venue is yet to be 
confirmed, but will probably be at the Flowerdale Cricket Ground in Spring Valley Road, Flowerdale.  For further 
details, or if you can help with catering (salads and drinks), please contact Janet Hubbard.  

 

 
Fire recovery. Landcare coordinator Chris Cobern has been seconded to the South-west Goulburn Landcare 
Network to help with the recovery effort following the Mickleham-Kilmore fires. Hay from local donors has also been 
sent, and a working bee involving Strath Creek Landcare volunteers is planned. 
 
Blackberry Action Group.  Most blackberry plants have been greatly stressed due to the extreme heat and dry 
spell, and there have been limited opportunities for effective blackberry control this summer. However there may 
still be a chance to spray in autumn if rain promotes fresh growth. For any advice or assistance on blackberry 
control please contact the project officer Rebecca Bowles on 0417 700 768 or becyea@gmail.com  
 
Focus on Fauna.  The Upper Goulburn Landcare Network’s Focus on Fauna and Paddock Tree projects held a 
very successful presentation on bats in Yea on 31

st
 January. About 50 people attended the talk by wildlife ecologist 

Rob Gration which was followed by a trip to the Yea Wetlands where 9 bats were found in a trap set up by Rob. 
Five different species of bats were identified and measured before being released. 
Further nature presentations are planned over the coming year. In the meantime, if interesting wildlife snippets are 
what you are after, check out the regular posts on the Focus on Fauna blog at http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/  
 
Strath Creek Biodiversity Project.  The extensive use of corporate volunteers for planting, the recycling of 
treeguards and efficient management have kept costs down and allowed for another 6 sites covering 89ha of steep 
hill country to be added to the project, which is due for completion by the middle of the year. Fauna and flora 
monitoring of all sites is currently being undertaken to establish baseline data for future comparison. 
 
Chemical Users’ course.  Chris Cobern is planning to hold another chemical users’ course.  Places have been set 
aside for Strath Creek Landcare members. Anyone interested should contact Chris on 5736 0104 or  
ugrecovery@gbcma.vic.gov.au  
 
Foxes.  Chris has also put in an expression of interest for funding a fox baiting 
program and, if successful, it is hoped a Fox Action Group, similar to and 
combined with, the current Blackberry Action Group, could be set up to coordinate 
fox control throughout  the Landcare area, operating during the months of 
blackberry dormancy. Foxes are plentiful in the district and pose a significant 
threat to livestock and wildlife. 
 
Platypus Watch.  At dusk on the last day of February we held another 
platypus/rakali watch at 12 sites spaced along the King Parrot Creek. The survey 
was conducted for the Australian Platypus Conservancy in conjunction with the 
King Parrot Creek Environment Group. Despite an increase in the number of 
participants and sites, we only managed to spot one platypus and two rakali – see 
http://kingparrotcreekenvironmentgroup.wordpress.com/2014/03/01/platypus-results-down-on-last-year/ for a 
review of the event. This is now the fifth year that the Landcare group has been running the platypus watch. 
 
Clean Up Australia Day.  The Landcare group again participated in the annual roadside clean-up on 2

nd
 March. 

This year the Murrindindi Shire Council provided free rubbish pick-up and disposal, as well as bags, gloves, etc. 
Despite some regulars being unavailable, we managed to fill all 10 wheelie bins provided. While this seems a lot, it 
is still considerably less than the earlier years of the event. The participants were very grateful to the Shire for also 
providing coffee and scones at the Strath Creek store following the clean-up. 
 
Coonans Bridge Reserve. Thanks are also due to Sue Kosch and the Goulburn Broken CMA for again arranging 
for a contractor to spray blackberries in the reserve. Whist they will never be eradicated, blackberries  now 
constitute much less of a problem and native shrubs are able to regenerate without being smothered. 
 

 

New members always welcome 

King Parrot Creek platypus 
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