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COMING EVENTS:   
 

Saturday 6th September. Planting at ‘Three Sisters’ 2752 Broadford-Flowerdale Road, starting at 
10am. Meet at Janet and Terry‟s house. Bring planting equipment and gloves. A barbeque will be 
provided, but a salad or cake would be appreciated.   
 
Saturday 4th October. Wildlife presentation at Strath Creek Hall, starting at 6.30pm.  Ken Foletta will 
be showing his superb wildlife photos, so come along for an entertaining evening. Bring a plate to share.  
 
Friday 14th November. Focus on Fauna at Flowerdale Hall, starting at 7.30pm. Another fascinating 
presentation, this time on the unusual subject of taxidermy. Dean Smith, Senior Preparator at the 
Melbourne Museum, will tell us how he prepares specimens for display and educational purposes. Light 
refreshments will be served afterwards.  
 
Saturday 29th November. End-of-year get-together, starting at 6.30pm, at the home of Rosemary and 
David, „Wingspread‟, 2548 Broadford-Flowerdale Road, Strath Creek.  We will celebrate the past year‟s 
achievements and acknowledge changes in our group. A hangi will be provided, please bring a salad or 
cake to share. For those who are interested in election results,a television will be available! 

 
Note: For all events, please reply to Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au 

 if you plan to come. 
 

 
 

Annual General Meeting.  At this year‟s AGM more than 70 members and friends of the Landcare group 
were treated to an inspiring talk by Kate Auty, formerly Sustainability Commissioner for Victoria. She was 
presented with the annual Em Tehan award on behalf of her brother, the late Pete Auty, who did so much 
for Junior Landcare at Flowerdale, as well as being a regular participant in Strath Creek Landcare.  
Kate advises us that the photos she took and a note of appreciation are up on her Facebook page which 
can be found at Kate Auty - environment, law and culture. 
 
Retiring President and Secretary, Terry and Janet Hubbard, were thanked and presented with a gift for 
their tireless work over 15 years. They sent the letter below: 
 

 

Junior Landcare awards went to Thomas, Sarah, Jack, Jarrah, Holly, Maddy and William. 
 

New members always welcome 

         President: David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )  
         Vice-president:  Ron Litjens   (0419 559 368, ronlitjens@gmail.com )   
         Secretary:  Kate Hawkins  (0438 338 050, twofootwords@gmail.com ) 
         Events Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 

To the members of the Strath Creek Landcare Group, 
 
“Terry and I would like to thank you very much for the 
lovely and most appropriate picture which you gave us 
at the AGM.  
 
We have had a most rewarding time working with you 
all and we are sure the group will go from strength to 
strength under its new leadership. 
 
With best wishes, Janet and Terry.” 
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The AGM also served as a celebration to mark the end of 
the Strath Creek Biodiversity Project. Steve Joblin as 
Project Officer gave a brief report and introduced Shane 
Monk, who spoke as a representative of the Taungurung 
people about his great pleasure in the amount and quality of 
the environmental works done by our Landcare Group. 
Steve presented an award to Pam and Wayne Watson for 
their contribution to the project.  
Ian McKaskill also spoke about the project from his 
perspective as Chairman of the steering committee. 
 
Changing of the guard. If you missed the AGM, the new 
Committee now comprises: office-holders as listed at the 
head of this newsletter, and ordinary members : 
Kevin Foster, John Hatchell-Brown,Terry Hubbard, Simon 
Kearney, Susan King, Paul Michael, David Ralph, Graham 

Scott, Rosemary Simon, Don Todd, and we welcome also Sue Martin and Pam Watson. 
 
Landcare website.  Also at the AGM, Ron Litjens talked about the new Strath Creek Landcare website 
and the important opportunities it will open up for spreading the word about our group. It should be up and 
running by the end of the month, and members are encouraged to then visit the site at 
www.strathcreeklandcare.org.au  
 
Learning with Landcare.  The Upper Goulburn Landcare Network is running a series of informative 
workshops in Yea focused on land owners with properties up to approximately 200acres. There is still a 
chance to attend the final two workshops on Friday 5th September, 1pm to 4pm (Fire Planning and 
Prevention with Alex Caughy from the CFA) and Saturday 6th September, 9am to 1pm (Weed 
Identification and Management with Sue McNair, Environment Officer with Murrindindi Shire Council). 
Cost is $20 per workshop. If interested please contact Judy Watts on 5797 4405 or email 
uglandcare@gbcma.vic.gov.au  
 
Shelter belts.  A recent report by the Basalt to Bay Landcare Network confirms the economic benefits of 
native shelter belts (windbreaks) on farms, in addition to their obvious biodiversity benefits. The value of 
shelterbelts has been demonstrated across all types of agricultural enterprise. Advantages include: 

 protection for livestock, pasture and crops from cold, hot and drying winds 

 shade for livestock – less stress resulting in higher productivity 

 habitat for wildlife and natural biological control agents – reduced pesticide use 

 control of salinity and soil erosion 

 reduction of weed seed travel from neighbours 

 enhancement of visual amenity and land value 

 potential to act as firebreak if strategically sited 
 

Shelter belts of at least 12m wide are the most effective, with multiple rows of trees and shrubs. They 
should be of medium density, with smaller shrubs on the outside of central rows of trees. Select local 
species - she-oaks are particularly good to include in the mix. Plant at least 2m away from fences, and 
consider the option of direct seeding. Well-designed and maintained shelterbelts can position farmers for 
a sustainable „low-carbon‟ future, and help them adapt to a changing climate.  

Blogs. There are always interesting nature stories to be found on 
our local blogs. Go to: www.focusonfauna.wordpress.com/   and  
www.ronlit.wordpress.com/  where you can sign up for regular 
email notification of new posts. 

Weather.  After good early winter rains, the tap was turned off in 
August with only 22.2 mm compared to the average of 72.1 mm. 
The year‟s total to date of 383 mm has slipped further behind the 
average of 448 mm.  
Severe frosts early in the month were a nightmare for gardeners, 
with -4, -4 and -2°C recorded on consecutive days. 
 

L to R: Steve Joblin, Kate Auty, Ian McKaskill, 
Shane Monk, Craig Rubinstein (participating 
landholder), David Wakefield, Terry Hubbard 

Snake Wattle – Photo: Ron Litjens 
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