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COMING EVENTS:   
 

Friday 14th November. Focus on Fauna at Flowerdale Hall, starting at 7.30pm. Another 
fascinating presentation – one not to be missed! Dean Smith, Senior Preparator at the 

Melbourne Museum, will show us how he prepares specimens for display and 
educational purposes. Dean will talk about the interesting projects he has been involved in 

and have examples of his work to show us. Light refreshments will be served afterwards.  
 
Saturday 15th November. Farm walk at 1 Creeds Road Murrindindi, 10am to noon.  The Yea River 
Catchment Landcare Group is holding a walk to showcase „Mareeba‟, the property of John and Cheryl 
Clarke. All are welcome to view how the Clarkes have transformed this farm using rotational grazing, 
erosion control, paddock tree protection and establishment of conservation areas and a woodlot. 
Refreshments provided. RSVP to Prue King on 0412 753 385 or prudencenz@hotmail.com . 
 
Saturday 22nd November.  Fox control workshop, Kinglake Scout Hall, 10am - 2pm. Experts will 
demonstrate and discuss integrated control techniques. Attendees at this free workshop will learn the 
skills needed to implement a thorough fox control program on their properties. Contact UGLN Landcare 
Coordinator Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490 for full details and to register. 
 
Saturday 29th November. End-of-year get-together, starting at 6.30pm, at the home of Rosemary and 
David, „Wingspread‟, 2548 Broadford-Flowerdale Road, Strath Creek.  Let‟s all celebrate the past year‟s 
achievements and enjoy each other‟s company at our final function for the year. A hangi and drinks will be 
provided - please bring a salad or cake to share. For those who are interested in election results,a 
television will be available! Further details will be announced closer to the event. 

 
Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to  

Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 

 

 

 
Creekside revegetation.  Protection and revegetation of our 
current priority reach of the King Parrot Creek from Coonans 
Bridge to Flowerdale Estate is gaining momentum, with Jeanette 
Williams coming to an agreement with the Catchment 
Management Authority and the Strath Creek Landcare Group to 
fence off the creek with a generous offset. Group members will 
help with fencing, which should start shortly, and planting, which 
will take place next autumn/winter. The CMA will tackle 
blackberries within the protected creek area. This work will 
continue the recent creek revegetation downstream from 
Coonans Bridge Reserve and provide further habitat links. 
 
We have just learnt that we are to receive a Community 
Recognition Award from Environment Victoria for “…your stunning restoration of King Parrot Creek and 
ongoing work to protect and restore Victoria's rivers.” This is a great tribute to the enormous amount of 
work on our local creeks by both the group as a whole and by individual members.  

New members always welcome 
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Website.  Our own website is now up and running and all members 
are encouraged to visit the site and register as a follower to receive 
email notifications of new posts. Ron Litjens has done a wonderful 
job setting up the site, with lots of pages of interest, including 
activities, calendar of events, past newsletters, a photo gallery, local 
places of interest and a regular blog. The site is a work in progress 
and we will continue to build on it – any suggestions for 
improvement are welcome. So, to keep yourself informed about all 
things to do with Strath Creek Landcare, please visit 
http://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com/  
 
Twitter.  For those Landcarers with an interest in tweets, our 
secretary Kate Hawkins has set up a Twitter account. We are 
assured this is a good way to keep up with what‟s going on in the 
wider Landcare community, and to let other groups know what we 
are doing. Kate will be managing the account and posting regular 
messages. So if you‟re on Twitter, why not follow Strath Creek 
#Landcare Group at @StrathCreekLG . For those not yet familiar 
with social media we hope to arrange a workshop with an expert 
presenter before too long. 
  
Focus on ....  Another reminder about our blogs at http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/ and 
http://ronlit.wordpress.com/  where you can view regular stories about local fauna, flora and fungi. You 
can enter your email address and receive regular email updates of new posts – why not join almost 100 
other followers of these blogs? 
If you ever wonder why we “focus on fauna”, consider this: according to research by the World Wildlife 
Fund and the Zoological Society of London, the number of wild animals on Earth has halved in the past 
40 years. Creatures across land, rivers and the seas are being decimated as humans kill them in 
unsustainable numbers, while polluting or destroying their habitats. Joining others in Landcare activities is 
one small contribution we can make to stem this shocking decline in wildlife numbers. 
 
Blackberry Action Group.  The King Parrot Catchment Blackberry Action Group is again encouraging 
landholders to start controlling blackberry infestations on their properties. If you need help or advice, 
please contact Project Officer Rebecca Bowles on 0417 700 768 or email becyea@gmail.com . 
Assistance is available in the form of chemical subsidies, low-cost use of spray units and coordinated 
access to helicopter spraying (contact Terry Hubbard re helicopter spraying).  
Remember that Blackberry is a Weed of National Significance and it is incumbent upon landholders to 
control blackberry infestations on their property. Officers from the Department of Environment and 
Primary Industries have a compliance program starting this season in the lower reaches of the King Parrot 
Creek. Consistent non-compliance can result in a significant fine. 
Now is the time to get on board so that we can achieve ongoing community-wide blackberry control. 

 
Gift seed boxes.  At our last committee meeting David Ralph wondered about the 
fate of seeds from the Fairtrade bamboo boxes distributed in commemoration of 25 
years of Landcare in 2011. We would love to hear from anyone who had success 
planting any of the range of indigenous seeds – or even managed to grow a jelly 
bean tree?!  
 

Myna traps.  We also wonder about the whereabouts of the Common Myna traps built by the Landcare 
group. If you have one lying around idle, please contact one of the office holders listed at the head of the 
newsletter and we will endeavour to put it into active use. 
 
Weather.  As you have no doubt noticed, we may be in for a long hot, dry period ahead. We have only 
had 16 mm so far this month compared to the average of 59 mm for the whole of October. This follows on 
from a very dry August and a below-average September, and we now have a rainfall deficit of about 120 
mm for this year to date. The average maximum temperature over the past week has been over 27 °C, 
way above the long term October average of 19.5 °C. 
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