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COMING EVENTS:   
 

Friday 27th March, Focus on Fauna presentation. Wetlands, Wildlife and Wildfire,                    
7.30pm, Strath Creek Hall. A lively presentation by Jo Wood from the Goulburn Broken CMA covering 
the value of wetlands, the creatures and vegetation found in them, and particularly Jo‟s experience with 
post-fire recovery of wetlands. Mark this event in your diary and do try to come along. 
 
 
Friday 27th March, Understanding Mistletoes – Managing them as part of the landscape,            
6pm, 141 Monkey Creek Rd, Limestone. Ray Thomas will share his experience of the natural 
processes involved with mistletoe, and his many success stories about saving valuable old trees. Free 
event, supper included. Contact Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490 or ugrecovery@gbcma.vic.gov.au . 
Unfortunately this clashes with the above event - but that just means more options for entertainment 
and enlightenment ! 
  
 
Saturday 11th April, Annual cricket match with Yellow Creek-Dairy Creek Landcare Group,   
1.30pm, Village Green Cricket Ground, Strath Creek. Beverages and afternoon tea can be 
purchased during the afternoon. Post-match analysis and dinner at Strath Creek Hall later. There are 
still vacancies in our team, so anyone (age and gender no barrier!) interested in taking part, please 
contact Jim Osborne. Strath Creek Landcare will be providing the salads this year, so contributions 
would be appreciated. 

 
Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to  

Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 
 

Keep right up to date with local events by regularly checking the calendar on our website . 
--------------------- 

There are many other events in the wider area, such as: 
 

Saturday 7th March and Saturday 28th March, Protecting your Soils workshops, Whittlesea. Get 
your hands dirty, and learn all about soils and erosion control. For booking and full details, contact Mark 
Williams on 9217 2471 or email Mark.Williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au  
 
Sunday 29th March, Direct Action "Soil Health", 11am, Y Water Discovery Centre, Yea. Yet 
another chance to get your hands dirty – a presentation by Andrew McKernan put on by the Murrindindi 
Climate Network. RSVP to Rita Seethaler on 0411 168 840 or email rita.seethaler@tuti.com.au  
  
Wednesday 1st April, Wildlife in the Goulburn Broken Catchment, 9.30am, Benalla. For details and 
to register, contact Chris Burnett, GBCMA Yea on 5797 4400 or email: chrisb@gbcma.vic.gov.au  

 
March-September, Euroa Environmental Seminar Series. 2015 is seen as the watershed year for 
climate change. A range of speakers will cover a variety of topics. For details see: 
www.strathbogievoices.com.au  
 
 

 

* Suggestion: print this page and display prominently to remind you of coming events. * 
 

New members always welcome 
http://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com  

         President: David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )  
         Vice-president:  Ron Litjens   (0419 559 368, ronlitjens@gmail.com )   
         Secretary:  Kate Hawkins  (0438 338 050, twofootwords@gmail.com ) 
         Events Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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Clean Up Australia Day.  There was another great turn-up of 
members yesterday to clean up litter along the main roads 
leading to Strath Creek. This marks the 10th year we have been 
involved with Clean Up Australia Day. We filled 12 large 
wheelie bins and then some. It seems some people will never 
learn and we are destined to have many more clean-up days. 
The „highlight‟ this year was a set of pool balls found by Jack 
Todd and „reliably‟ claimed to be from the last game played at 
the Strath Creek pub! Many thanks to Murrindindi Shire Council 
for their assistance and post-clean up refreshments. 
See Ron Litjen‟s take on the day on our website. 
 

 
Acquisition.  The Rotary Club of Yea has kindly donated a sturdy 
trailer to our group, which will prove very useful either for secure 
cartage of fencing tools and materials, or as a fully equipped unit 
for planting days, or both – its eventual role has yet to be decided 
by the committee. The generosity of Rotary is much appreciated. 
 
Donation.  The Strath Creek Landcare Group has made a further 
donation to the Overseas Landcare Fund through Australian 
Landcare International. This fund supports small local projects in 
developing countries, and is one small way in which we can 
promote Landcare in those locations. 

 
Rabbits.  It seems to us that rabbit numbers have steadily built up around our area. This is an issue that 
we as a Landcare group have probably let slip under our guard. As with all pest plant and animal problems, 
a coordinated approach across the district is needed for an effective outcome. So, if we can all do our bit in 
tackling rabbits on our own patch, whether it be by baiting, ferreting, fumigating, shooting, soft-jaw trapping, 
warren-ripping, or any combination of these, we should be able to keep numbers in check. Why not attend 
one of the pest management workshops held from time to time by the Upper Goulburn Landcare Network? 
 
Blackberries.  Just a reminder that the UGLN‟s weed chemical subsidy has been suspended until further 
notice due to a heavy draw-down on funds this season.  Remember that it is the legal responsibility of all 
landholders to manage weeds on their property regardless of incentives. Recent rain events have kept 
blackberry plants active and it is not too late to carry out control measures. 
 
Farewell to DEPI.  With each new government come changes to department and agency names, and now 
we have DELWP, Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning. The acronym doesn‟t exactly roll 
off the tongue, does it? The Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water is Lisa Neville, and the 
Minister for Agriculture and for Regional Development is Jaala Pulford. Some former DEPI staff are now 
with the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport & Resources (DED… ?).  
 
Focus on Fauna.  If you have a patch of bush or revegetation area fenced off from livestock on your 
property and you want to know what animals are using the area, contact David Wakefield and we should 
be able to set up a remote motion-sensor camera to record wildlife, who knows, maybe even a threatened 
species ! Keep up to date with local nature by following FoF as well as Focus on Flora and Fungi . 
    
Birdwatching.  If you‟re a twitcher or a less competitive birder, why not join one of the regular outings with 
Geoff Leslie and the birdwatching group from Yea Community House. The next trip is along the Rail Trail 
on 14th March.  If you‟re interested, contact Geoff on 0417 396 377 or email geoffleslie@gmx.com . 
Alternatively, contact YCH on 5797 3070 or email info@yeahouse.org.au . 
 
Left over.  Rosemary Simon has sent a photo of a jacket and and a white bowl 
that were left behind at “Wingspread” after the end-of-year hangi. Surely someone 
has missed them by now ! Contact Laurie or Rosemary to arrange their return. 
 
Rainfall update.  February‟s total of 35.2mm was about 7mm  less than average, 
but a heavy fall of about 25mm in the middle of the month triggered a bit of green 
pick in the paddocks. It‟s amazing to see the perennial native grasses, especially 
Kangaroo Grass and Weeping Grass, respond within a day or so to summer rain. 
March kicked off with another welcome 10mm. 
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