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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Saturday 17th  October, Make every bird count, 10am Coonans Reserve, Broadford-
Flowerdale Road, Flowerdale. BirdLife Australia is conducting its second annual bird count with 
the aim of recording as many birds as possible across Australia. Join an informal session on 
seeing and hearing birds, followed by a barbeque. Sue McNair from Murrindindi Shire Council’s 
environment department will explain how you can be involved in the count. 
 
Saturday 5th December, End of year get-together. Put this date in your diary for another 
fantastic celebration of the year’s activities. Venue and time yet to be decided. Details to follow. 
  

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to 
Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 

 
Keep right up to date with local events by regularly checking the calendar on our website . 

 

 
Annual General Meeting.  Another very successful AGM was held on 30th August with 65 
members and guests in attendance. Cathy Olive gave an enjoyable and informative talk on 
‘Attracting wildlife to your garden’.  
The Emily Tehan Landcare trophy was awarded jointly to Janet and Terry Hubbard for their 
outstanding service to Strath Creek Landcare over many years.  
 
Other long-time members were 
presented with a gift of a native plant 
in recognition of their contribution to 
the group. They were Kevin and 
Noreen Foster, Joel and Susan King, 
Glenys and Jim Osborne, David Ralph 
and Rosemary Simon, and Don Todd, 
with young Jack Todd awarded a gift 
for his help at plantings. 
 

 
New president.  At the AGM Ron Litjens was elected as our new 
president, taking over from David Wakefield who will revert to the role of 
Vice-president. The other office-bearers remain unchanged from last year. 
The ordinary committee members are: Kevin Foster, John Hatchell-Brown, 
Terry Hubbard, Simon Kearney, Susan King, Sue Martin, Paul Michael, 
David Ralph, Rosemary Simon and Don Todd. 
 
Biodiversity Spring.  There is a fantastic range of events right across the 
Goulburn Broken catchment this spring, so check out the calendar at 
https://biodiversityspring.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/biodivspring-
calendar-2015-version-71.pdf , you’re sure to find something of interest! 
  

New members always welcome 
http://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

         President:  Ron Litjens   (0419 559 368, ronlitjens@gmail.com ) 
         Vice-president:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au ) 
         Secretary:  Kate Hawkins  (0438 338 050, twofootwords@gmail.com ) 
         Events Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 

Our new president 
geocaching 
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Biodiversity Project booklet.  If you missed out on getting a copy of this colourful and 
comprehensive booklet at the AGM, copies are still available from David Wakefield. 
 
Focus on Fauna. The latest Focus on Fauna presentation, ‘Listening to the Wild’, was held in 

Broadford in early September. Some 55 people from far and wide came to hear Andrew Skeoch 

talk about birdsong and other animal calls, and how creatures have developed techniques using 

sound to communicate, survive and 

adapt. Andrew’s sonograms provided a 

refreshing new perspective on the 

sounds of nature – what and how we 

hear in the wild.                                 

See what else FoF is up to at: https://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/  

Green Army. Chris Cobern from Upper Goulburn Landcare Network has gathered suggestions for 

local projects for the Federal Government’s Green Army initiative. Murrindindi Shire Council, along 

with Strath Creek and Kinglake Landcare groups, have contributed funds to allow Chris to 

coordinate these projects. It is hoped that the Green Army will undertake works that may be too 

onerous for, or outside the scope of, Landcare volunteers. Further projects can be suggested once 

the program is up and running. 

 Landcare equipment.  A reminder to members that we have spray units available for hire to treat 

blackberries and other problem weeds – contact Terry Hubbard on 5780 1489. We also have tree-

planting equipment, such as Hamilton treeplanters, mallets and tree guards which may be 

borrowed if not in use for group plantings – contact David Wakefield on 5780 1225. 

Creek-link. Susan King has been working hard updating the King Parrot Creek catchment for the 
online mapping project Creek-link. Creeks are graded according to the status of creekside fencing 
and revegetation. To see what’s been going on, visit the website at:   
http://www.creeklink.org.au/strathcreeklandcare/     
Susan has also been setting up a photographic record of creekside plantings. Anyone with their 
own before and/or after photos of revegetation activity might like to provide copies to Susan. 
 
Extensive planting.  If you’ve headed out towards Kerrisdale recently, you will no doubt have 
noticed the array of tree guards on the extremely steep and previously bare slopes of the Yea Spur 
hills. These guards are protecting the latest of several years of plantings on Craig Rubinstein’s 
extensive property. The Landcare committee recently resolved to congratulate Craig on his 
ambitious revegetation program, undertaken with the help of local contractor Gary Hendy. 
 
Membership renewals due.  Would any member who has yet to pay the annual membership fee, 
please send $10 to Jim Osborne at PO Box 835, Seymour 3661. 
 
Bird note.  Did you know that birds use their beaks to keep cool? An item in the latest edition of 
Australian Birdlife relates how researchers from Deakin, Monash and Melbourne Unis have found 
that the beaks of several parrot species have increased over the past 150 years or so. Birds pump 
blood to their highly vascularised beaks to lose excess heat, so the increased size helps birds 
avoid heat stress. Could this be another manifestation of climate change, as the researchers 
suggest? The explanation fits the bill(!), but they warn that more work is needed to confirm the link. 
 
Rainfall.  The rainfall situation has gone from bad to worse, with no runoff into dams and no 
immediate prospect of rain. The September rainfall was only 32.8mm, less than half the long-term 
average of 67.5mm and extending the number of consecutive below-average months to 15.       
The year’s total to the end of September was 332mm compared to the average of 511mm. 
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