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COMING EVENTS:  

A couple of interesting events to mark in your diary for the new year (flyers with full details 
will be sent out closer to the date): 
 
Tuesday 2nd February, World Wetlands Day - Walk with the Birds, 7am Y Water Discovery 
Centre, Yea. A guided tour with the Murrindindi Birdwatchers. Light breakfast provided. 
 
Saturday 6th February, Geology of the Tallarook Plateau, 6.30pm Tallarook Mechanics 
Institute Hall, Tallarook. A public lecture and discussion led by Neil Phillips.  

 

 
 
! King Parrot Creek alert !  The Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority and other 
agencies have understandably expressed concern for the health of local creeks and the resident 
wildlife such as the Macquarie Perch, other native fish, platypus and rakali. Over the coming 
months, water levels are likely to continue to fall, placing much of the creek-life under severe 
stress. Landholders and creek users are asked to keep a look-out for stressed fish or other 
creatures, or any other signs of adverse impacts. The GBCMA, in conjunction with Waterwatch, 
plans to conduct increased monitoring of the creek water over this summer, particularly dissolved 
oxygen levels which are crucial to aquatic life. 
Please let us know by phone (5780 1225) or email ( landd@skymesh.com.au ) if you see 
anything untoward, so we can advise the GBCMA. 
It is to be hoped that those with pumping rights to the creek will use the water wisely, and consider 
the effect on the creek and on those downstream of their property. 
 
End-of-year celebration. Held this year at the property of Kim and Glen Spalding on the banks of 
the King Parrot Creek, this event attracted some 50 members and friends of the Landcare group, 
who enjoyed a barbeque with entertainment by the Legless Lizards, who seem to have become 
our resident band. The Spaldings have done extensive removal of blackberry along the creek bank 
and fencing/revegetation work by our Landcare group is planned for the coming year under an 
agreement with the GBCMA. Kim and Glen were presented with Landcare membership and a sign 
by president Ron Litjens. 
 
 

 
 

New members always welcome 
http://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

         President:  Ron Litjens   (0419 559 368, ronlitjens@gmail.com ) 
         Vice-president:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au ) 
         Secretary:  Kate Hawkins  (0438 338 050, twofootwords@gmail.com ) 
         Events Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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A look ahead to 2016.  Among the Landcare activities you might expect next year are: 

 a rabbit action information day run by the Upper Goulburn Landcare Network (UGLN)  – 
we have also applied for a release site for the new calici virus strain 

 Green Army projects to be undertaken around the district, coordinated by Chris Cobern 

 more Focus on Fauna events, perhaps including a presentation on spiders!! 

 a talk on polar bears in Churchill, Canada 

 more creek fencing by our dedicated band under Terry Hubbard 

 planting day(s) 

 the acquisition of some new practical equipment if our DSS grant application is successful  
Suggestions from members for further activities are always welcome – just let any of the committee 
know your thoughts and they can be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Rabbits.  Public comment is sought on the Australian Government's recently released draft ‘Threat 
abatement plan for competition and land degradation by rabbits’. Also released is an associated 
background document. This is an important plan as it focuses on the impact of rabbits on 
biodiversity in Australia and seeks to minimise the impact on threatened species and threatened 
ecological communities. See the Department of Environment's website for more information and 
the submission guidelines. Note - the public comment period closes on 16 March 2016. 
 
Photo competition.  The Landcare network’s annual photography competition is on again next 
month. For full details and the entry form go to the UGLN website. 
 
Focus on Fauna.  If you think you might have any interesting or unusual wildlife species on your 
property in an area fenced off from livestock, let us know and we can set up a remote camera and 
see what it records (phone 5780 1225). We also have small portable voice recorders for loan if you 
wish to record nature sounds such as frog calls or that mystery bird call that eludes you.  And 
remember, you can keep up with local nature stories at:  https://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/ . 
   
Weather.  With little if any rain predicted for the remaining few days, the year’s rainfall is 436mm, 
the second lowest total (2006 had only 414mm) since the Bureau of Meteorology’s rainfall station 
was set up in 1982. The average is 683mm. Perhaps the most telling statistic is that we have now 
had 18 consecutive months with below average rainfall – El Niño indeed! 

 
For up-to-date rainfall data in the Goulburn Broken catchment, go to the Bureau’s web page:    
daily rainfall bulletin, and for monthly/annual rainfall data for Strath Creek, visit: climate data online  
 
It wasn’t the hottest year recorded here, but the rising trend is clearly apparent in the chart below: 
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