
 

     LANDCARE  NEWS                          
           APRIL/MAY  2016 

 

 

COMING EVENTS:  

 
Friday 27th May, Focus on Fauna – Frogs and Reptiles of the Goulburn Broken Catchment – 
a presentation by Steve Wilson, 7.30pm, Flowerdale Hall, Flowerdale. Learn all about our local 
frogs, geckos, lizards, skinks and snakes from an expert in the field. Don’t miss this!  
 
Monday 20th June, Strath Creek Landcare committee meeting, 7.30pm, Strath Creek Hall. 
Committee members please note this date in your diary. 
 
Saturday 25th June, Myna and European Wasp trap workshop, 10am, Strath Creek Hall. 
These pests are becoming more common around the district, so come along and learn the best 
way of trapping them, and go away with a trap to use at home. Materials for the traps provided. 
Bring pliers, tin snips, safety equipment. Also bring a pot of soup to share, tasty pies provided. 
 
Sunday 31st July, National Tree Day Planting, Spalding property, 10am, 2527 Broadford-
Flowerdale Road, Strath Creek. A further extension of our King Parrot Creek riparian fencing and 
revegetation program in partnership with the Catchment Management Authority. Treeplanters and 
hammers available, bring a salad or dessert to share – barbeque provided. 
 
Sunday 11th September, Annual General Meeting, 11am, Strath Creek Hall. Sue Halliwell will 
talk about her work with Polar Bears International in Canada. In addition, James Maund will explain 
his Creek-link  project while Susan King will show us an historical perspective of our work along the 
creeks. As usual we will have a traditional delicious lunch provided for us. 

---------- 
Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to 

Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 
 

Keep up to date with local events by checking the calendar on our website and marking events in 
your diary, or print this page and display in a prominent position to remind you of what’s coming up. 

__________ 
And from further afield: 

Sunday 1st May, Managing Horses on Small Properties with Equiculture, Shepparton. Learn 
how to use the natural and domesticated behaviour of horses, combined with good land 
management practices, to create a healthy and sustainable environment for your horses and your 
property. Contact Andrea: 0407 552 663 or gmln@iinet.net.au 

 
Saturday 7th to Friday 27th May, Fungi Festival, Strathbogie Ranges.  This festival celebrates 
the important ecological role of fungi in our soils. The events will be fun, informative, edible and 
mostly free! Indulge your senses! For full details go to: 
https://strathbogierangesnatureview.wordpress.com/2016/03/19/fungi-festival-on-its-way-may-
2016/ or https://www.facebook.com/srcmnevents/ 

 
Wednesday 11th May, Edible Wild Native Foods, presentation by Neville Bonney, Euroa. 
9.30am to 12 noon, Euroa Flour Mill Gallery. RSVP by Monday 9th May to jimb@gbcma.vic.gov.au 
 

 
 

New members always welcome 
http://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

         President:  Ron Litjens   (0419 559 368, ronlitjens@gmail.com ) 
         Vice-president:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au ) 
         Secretary:  Kate Hawkins  (0438 338 050, twofootwords@gmail.com ) 
         Events Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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Recent events.  Both the Yellow Creek- Dairy Creek v Strath Creek cricket match and the Clean 
Up Australia Day were very successful in their own way. See the full stories with pictures on our 
website  https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com/  
 
Preston Cycle Club event.  The Strath Creek Progress Association and the Reserves and Hall 
COM  have regularly catered for this annual event and organiser David Ralph is seeking help from 
any Landcare members on Sunday 29th May when the riders arrive – volunteers to meet and greet, 
serve and clean up. If you want to join in (and earn some pocket money for the Landcare group!) 
please contact David on 0408 900 850.                                 
 
Wildlife carer.  We welcome a new registered wildlife carer to the district. Kate Turner has bought 
a property in McNallys Road, Strath Creek and plans to use it as a release site for the various 
native animals she has looked after. Kate is happy to help you if you find injured wildlife. Her 
contact details are: Murrindindi Wildlife Shelter Inc., phone 0430 440 286 or find her on Facebook. 
 
Apps. There are now several mobile device apps available with useful 
information on identification of wildlife species. The Goulburn Broken CMA’s iSpy 
Frogs and iSpy Fish apps, as well as the Museum Victoria’s Field Guide to 
Victorian Fauna app, can be downloaded free from the iTunes App Store or 
Android Market Place. Currently iSpy Frogs is only available for Apple iPhone, 
iPod and iPad devices. The Waterbug Company and Australian Museum have 
also released an app to help you identify waterbugs from south-eastern Australia. 
 
Stock Containment Area Grants.  The Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Resources 
and Transport has announced a second round of Stock Containment Area (SCA) Grants to help 
manage livestock through prolonged dry periods. For guidelines and an expression of interest form 
go to: http://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/current-issues/stock-containment-grants-round-2.html 
 
Riparian fencing project.  Terry Hubbard plans to begin fencing shortly along the King Parrot 
Creek on Kim and Glen Spalding’s property under an agreement with the Goulburn Broken CMA. 
We have also undertaken to fence off a fairly short length on Michael Auty’s property including a 
section along Carver Creek. So, to Terry’s trusty band of fencers - limber up and get your pliers 
and strainers ready! Terry has commented that the previous Landcare creekside plantings on 
Leo’s and Jeanette’s have been remarkably successful despite the long dry period. 

 
Macquarie Perch surveys. Researchers from DELWP’s Arthur 
Rylah Institute have just undertaken their annual surveys on King 
Parrot Creek. We are awaiting a summary of their results, but 
initial indications are that the endangered Macquarie Perch is 
faring well despite the low level of the creek – the number 
collected at Callandoon for instance was more than double last 
year’s total and included many young fish - testament to our 
extensive fencing/revegetation work along local creeks. 
 

Carp are not in large numbers in our creeks, but are nonetheless a threat. The Australian River 
Restoration Centre has put us onto a free downloadable cookbook from NSW Local Land Services 
with 30 delicious carp recipes titled “If you can’t beat em - eat em”. 
 
Rainfall. After an extended dry period with the landscape looking extremely parched, overnight 
rain amounting to16.2mm was most welcome. January was the only month in the past 20 months 
to exceed the long-term monthly average. The total for April so far is 26.4mm, still well short of the 
average of 48.1mm. 
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