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COMING EVENTS:  
 

Saturday 10th December, End-of-year gathering, 6pm at the home of Susan and Joel King,                
1202 King Parrot Creek Rd, Strath Creek. A celebration to round off the Landcare year. Enjoy a 
summer evening of good food, music and convivial company. BYO drinks and a salad or dessert to 
share. Full details later. 

---------- 
Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to 

Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 
 

Keep up to date with local events by checking the calendar on our website and marking events in 
your diary, or print this page and display in a prominent position to remind you of what‟s coming up. 

 
The Yea River Catchment Landcare Group is also holding an end-of-year gathering and all are 
invited: 
Friday 9th December, 7pm at the Yea Butter Factory. Noted ecologist Richard Francis will talk 
about balancing biodiversity with farm productivity. For full details see the flyer at 
http://ugln.net/events/#!calendar  
 

 
 
Recent Events: 

Bird walk & squawk.  On Grand Final morning a dozen keen birders, 
including some from the Murrindindi Birders group, enjoyed a stroll around Coonans 
Reserve as an introduction to the Aussie Backyard Bird Count. This spurred a 
number of the participants to join in the count which was held in National Bird Week 
from 17th – 23rd  October, when well over a million birds were identified and recorded 
nationally. More than 60 species were recorded at 32 sites locally. 

 
Murchison Lookout working bee.  Many thanks to the hardy 

group of members who turned up to tackle the weeds and rubbish at the 
lookout on 15th October. They made a significant difference to the 
appearance of the site before enjoying a barbeque and the wonderful 
view. The lookout has proved to be a very popular tourist site, but 
vandalism and litter remain problems for the area. Our group is 
committed to its ongoing upkeep and the committee resolved to provide 
more mulch and local plants for the garden bed. 

 
Callandoon walk.  Also on 15th October David Ralph led members of the Yea River 

Catchment Landcare Group on a walk along the King Parrot Creek to observe the extensive 
improvement works carried out on „Callandoon‟. The attendees greatly appreciated Robin Campbell‟s 
hospitality. 

 
Focus on Fauna talk.  On 23rd October a record attendance of 66 heard a wonderful talk by 

Lynne Kelly on Spiders: learning to love them. The presentation was full of fascinating information, 
humour and superb photos by Lynne and husband Damian. We thank them both for coming over 
from Castlemaine, and thanks also to all those members that attended. 
 

New members always welcome 
http://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

         President:  Ron Litjens   (0419 559 368, ronlitjens@gmail.com ) 
         Vice-president:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au ) 
         Secretary:  Kate Hawkins  (0438 338 050, twofootwords@gmail.com ) 
         Events Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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Blackberry Action Group.  Having announced the revival of our BAG in the last newsletter with Bec 
Bowles as Project Officer, we now learn that Bec has had a resounding win in the Council elections 
for Cheviot Ward. Congratulations to Bec and we‟re sure she‟ll manage this new responsibility in her 
usual capable style! This is shaping up as a bumper season for blackberry growth, so members are 
encouraged to continue to undertake control measures. If you would like advice or assistance 
regarding blackberies contact Bec on 0417 700 768 or becyea@gmail.com . 
 
 
Goulburn Broken CMA.  Congratulations are also due to our Secretary, Kate Hawkins, who has 
been appointed to the board of the GBCMA. This is a great link between Landcare and the CMA and 
we wish Kate well in her new role. 
 
 
Distinguished long service.  At its recent meeting the SCLG Committee accepted with regret the 
resignation of long-term committee member Simon Kearney. In recognition of Simon‟s considerable 
pro bono legal advice and assistance to the group over many years, his generous donation of an 
aerial map of the group‟s area and his regular attendance at group functions with Jenny, family and 
friends, the Committee unanimously decided to award Simon honorary Life Membership of the Strath 
Creek Landcare Group, the first person to be so recognised. President Ron Litjens has written to 
Simon on behalf of the group, advising him of the award and wishing him and his family best wishes 
for the future.  
 
 
Integrated fox management project.  Chris Cobern, coordinator with the 
UGLN, is working with local landholder Mark Feltrin and DELWP to try and 
coordinate fox control right across the district. Foxes represent a significant 
economic and environmental cost and a landscape-scale baiting program is 
the most efficient method of control. Chris has already held a workshop in 
Yea and is planning another at Strath Creek Hall on Wednesday 23rd 
November from 10am to noon. Contact Chris on 0413 855 490 if you would 
like to attend. 
 
 
Central Victorian Biolinks.  The Upper Goulburn Landcare Network has recently joined an alliance 
of natural resource management networks and community groups known as Central Victorian 
Biolinks (CVB) which aims to increase capacity for collaborative nature conservation across the 
whole of central Victoria. CVB is creating strong community-driven ways to re-connect isolated areas 
of bushland and strengthen natural processes like nutrient cycles and gene flow. These “biolinks” 
cushion native plants and wildlife against climate change and will deliver large-scale conservation 
outcomes. You can keep up to date with the progress of their various projects by signing up to the 
CVB‟s e-newsletter at the website https://www.centralvicbiolinks.org.au/. 
 
 
Wild Pollinator Count.  This is another citizen scientist project well worth participating in. The spring 
count runs from 13th to 20th November and all you have to do is step outside on a calm sunny day, 
watch a favourite flower for 10 minutes and record all the pollinating insects that land on the flower. 

You don‟t need to be an insect expert - basic identification resources are 
available on the website https://wildpollinatorcount.com and observations 
can be submitted on the online submission form. Project co-founder Dr 
Manu Saunders says the count is a great way to raise awareness on 
pollinator conservation. “The mainstream media tend to promote European 
honey bees as the key pollinator in Australian environments. But we have 
thousands of other pollinator insects out there pollinating crop and native 
flowers, we just don‟t always see them.” 

 
 
Rainfall.  We have now had six consecutive months of above average rainfall, with the total for 
October being 73.6mm compared to the average of of 56.9mm. The yearly total to the end of October 
was 699mm, well above the average of 514mm, but with no significant rain for over two weeks and 
strong winds, the landscape is rapidly drying out. 
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