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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Sunday 26th March, Focus on Fauna, 4pm at Strath Creek Hall. Hear about “Life in a Box”, a 
fascinating talk by Ron Litjens. Ron’s presentations are always entertaining, so make sure you book 
in for this one. Light refreshments served afterwards.  
 
Saturday 22nd April, Working Bee, 8am at Murchison Spur Lookout. Come along and clean up 
the lookout before heading for the Pioneer Reserve to enjoy a well-earned breakfast . 
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to 
Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 

 
Keep up to date with local events by checking the calendar on our website and marking events in 

your diary, or print this page and display in a prominent position to remind you of what’s coming up. 
 
 

 
 
Recent Events: 
 

End-of-year gathering. About 55 members, friends and 
family joined Susan and Joel at their Strath Creek home on 10th 
December for our annual finale to a succesful Landcare year. It 
was as usual an enjoyable evening – many thanks to the Kings 
for their hospitality and Maddy Lezon for her music. 

 
 
Platypus survey.  Saturday 18th February saw a small group of enthusiasts gather at 

Coonans Reserve for an hour-long survey of the creek for platypus and rakali. Although all spent a 
pleasant interlude, no platypus sightings were recorded, but Terry was entranced by the activities of 
a rakali which splashed, preened and generally enjoyed itself right in front of where he was seated. 

 
 
 Clean Up Australia Day.  On Sunday 5th March,volunteers 

from SCLG and Strath Creek/Reedy Creek CFA got together for 
the annual Clean up. Much rubbish was collected, including an old 
couch and a bunk bed frame, and a 
Melbourne street directory. We can only hope 
the former owner gets lost in the suburbs of 
Melbourne.  We also have a local pest who 
carefully puts his empty beer cans in a 
biodegradable plastic bag, and then dumps 
them on the roadside between Flowerdale and 
Strath Creek. Keep your eyes peeled for the 
perpetrator.  
Thanks to Wendy and Alan for providing the  
good food and coffee, which was subsidised by the Murrindindi Shire 
Council. 

 

New members always welcome 
http://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

 
         President:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au ) 
         Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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Rabbit virus release.  Over 600 landholders and community groups from around Australia were 
involved in the recent coordinated release of an additional strain of Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease 
Virus called RHDV1 K5. This is the first time in more than 20 years that a new rabbit biocontrol has 
been released, and it is receiving strong community and industry support. A property in Upper King 
Parrot Creek Road was among 150 selected release sites in Victoria. Results of the release have yet 
to be assessed but, if successful, attempts will be made to distribute the virus around the district, 
especially on properties where landholders have expressed an interest in the project. 
 
 
Fox control project.  In order to integrate fox control across the district, a committee known as the 
King Parrot Catchment Fox Control Group has been established. It comprises representatives from  
Landcare groups, the Upper Goulburn Landcare Network, DELWP, Parks Victoria, the Goulburn 
Broken CMA and Murrindindi Shire Council. The group is seeking funding and to support the 
application we need to establish the extent of the problem. To this end we encourage landholders to 
report fox sightings, either directly onto the website FoxScan or by notifying David  Wakefield by 
phone or email. Over the next three weeks remote cameras will be installed on a number of local 
properties to try and record fox activity – thanks to those members for their participation. 
 
 
Online revegetation guide.  A fully updated version of the Revegetation Guide for the Goulburn 
Broken Catchment is now available online on the GBCMA website. This is an invaluable tool for 
landholders to select suitable plants for revegetation on their property. There are various species lists 
provided, depending on the terrain and the desired complexity of the planting. 
 
 
Land management workshops.  The Euroa Arboretum, UGLN and Murrindindi Shire Council are 
jointly running a series of five workshops throughout the shire for small landholders interested in 
planning their property, understanding more about managing soils and pastures, how to budget for 
water through summer, manage weeds or revegetate a gully, and much more. For details go to the 
Euroa Arboretum website. 
 
 
Resignation of President and Secretary.  For personal reasons Kate Hawkins and Ron Litjens 
have decided to step down from their respective positions of Secretary and President of the Strath 
Creek Landcare Group. Kate will remain on the committee and both will continue to be members. 
Ron said “I would like to thank the committee for the support it has given me as President during my 
tenure. I believe the Strath Creek Landcare Group is one of the strongest and most active groups in 
the UGLN.”  The committee decided that Vice-president David Wakefield should stand in as 
President until the AGM in August. Laurie Macmillan will assume all secretarial duties. 

 
 
Blackberry Action Group.  Fourteen landholders joined in a successful group helicopter assault on 
blackberry infestations on their properties – once again thanks to Terry for his tireless organisation. 
Anyone interested in aerial spraying of Paterson’s Curse and thistles in June/July should contact 
Terry.  Autumn rains (if they come) can reinvigorate blackberry growth, providing a further window of 
opportunity for control. So members are encouraged to continue to undertake control measures. 
Remember, if you would like advice or assistance regarding blackberies contact Project Officer Bec 
on 0417 700 768 or becyea@gmail.com . 
 
 
Value of Landcare.  The Australian Government has recently completed a study assessing the 
economic impacts from its investment in Landcare. The study estimated that the combined market 
value of selected on-farm and off-farm economic benefits from Landcare exceed $1 billion. 
Meanwhile in Victoria, the Victorian Landcare Council and the Farm Trees and Landcare Association 
have finally merged to form a new entity: Landcare Victoria Incorporated. 
 
 
Rainfall.  Total rainfall for summer was 96 mm compared to an average of 142 mm. Bring on that 
autumn break! 
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