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          SEPTEMBER  2017 

 

COMING EVENTS:  

 
Sunday 8th October, A fishy story: the life of a Macquarie Perch, 3pm, Strath Creek Hall.            
It‟s been a while since our last Focus on Fauna presentation, but this one is sure to be of  interest. 
Enjoy a pleasant afternoon with research scientists Jo and Renae, learning all about our iconic 
threatened fish and what is being done to ensure its survival. Light refreshments provided. 
 
Saturday 14th October, Working bee, Pioneer Reserve and Murchison Spur Lookout, 8am. 
Volunteers welcome - a hearty breakfast provided. Contact David Ralph on 0468 900 850. 
 
Thursday 19th October, Wildflower Walk, 11am to 1pm, Upper King Parrot Creek Road.               
As part of the Ribbons of Remnants project, come along and see what‟s growing on the roadside. For 
full details and to register, contact Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490. 
 
Sunday 29th October, Aussie Backyard Bird Count, 10am, Strath Falls, Murchison Spur Rd.    
Join our annual survey of local birds. Bring a picnic to enjoy afterwards. 
 
Saturday 9th December, End-of-year gathering, “Wingspread”, 2548 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, 
Strath Creek, 6.30pm. The Landcare Group will provide a barbeque - bring a salad or dessert to share. 
No drinks will be supplied, so please bring your own wine, beer or drink of choice.  
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to 
Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 

 

 
Recent events:   

National Tree Day. Sunday 30th July saw our largest planting group in years at the property of 
Megan Ford and Michael Auty. Some 580 trees and shrubs were put in along the banks of the King 
Parrot Creek and Carver Creek as part of our ongoing partnership with the GBCMA to protect the 
riparian habitat. The usual barbeque with red wine followed and the day was enjoyed by all who came. 

 
Corridor planting.  On Friday 18th August a group from ANZ bank, assisted by some SCLG 

volunteers, planted about 600 varied trees, shrubs and groundcovers on a newly fenced hillside 
paddock on the Hubbards‟ property. This planting will provide a wildlife link between the substantial 
existing revegetation on „The Three Sisters‟ and the neighbouring property „Wingspread‟.  

    
Annual General Meeting.  On Sunday 20th August, we had our usual large audience to hear 

Sam Strong talking about the influence of myth and language on how we perceive bushfires and how 
we manage post-fire restoration. We also had a presentation by representatives from the Yea & District 
Community Bank who donated $500 to support Landcare events. Susan King was awarded the annual 
Emily Tehan Trophy in recognition of her significant contribution to Strath Creek Landcare in many 
capacities. After a quick dose of sunshine, we moved inside to enjoy the delicious lunch once again 
provided by Limestone Fresh. 
 

Fox control.  On Sunday 10th September there was a good attendance at a workshop in the 
Strath Creek Hall as part of the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control Project. Richard Francis from 
ABZECO gave a detailed presentation on the habits of foxes and the various methods of controlling 
them. Members of the Sugarloaf Hunt Club also outlined their techniques for fox control. We encourage 
all landholders to get involved with the KPCFCP soon, as this will be the last chance to join the 
subsidised coordinated baiting program in October  - contact Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490. If you 
don‟t have the required ACUP/1080 qualifications, Chris can help with the baiting for you. 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

 
         President:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au ) 
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Congratulations!  Terry Hubbard was recently awarded the prestigious Joan Kirner Landcare Award in 
due recognition of his tireless work on behalf of the Landcare movement, both locally and in state and 
national organisations. 
 
New Committee.  At the AGM on 20th August a new committee was elected with many familiar faces. 
We have a new Vice-President in Susan King, Dave Wakefield was re-elected as President, Jim 
Osborne continues as Treasurer, and Laurie Macmillan is Secretary. Ordinary committee members are: 
Kevin Foster, John Hatchell-Brown, Kate Hawkins, Terry Hubbard, Ron Litjens, Sue Martin, David 
Ralph, Rosemary Simon and Don Todd.  
 
Rabbits.  Some members of the Sugarloaf Hunt Club who attended the recent fox workshop also have 
ferrets and this can be another effective tool in the battle to control rabbits. If you are interested in 
getting the assistance of responsible ferreters to tackle rabbits on your property, contact Richard 
Steward from Alexandra on 5772 2285 or Stewart Webster from Epping on 0419 012 126. 
 
Macquarie Perch.  The summary report from Arthur Rylah Institute following the monitoring work 
undertaken in autumn this year has now been released.The results are really good for Macquarie Perch 
and native fish in general following another good recruitment year. Maccas are now the most abundant 
fish in the King Parrot Creek, followed by River Blackfish. All fish recorded in the survey were in 
excellent condition, despite periods of extremely low flow last summer. Unfortunately Redfin, which 
pose a serious threat to Macquarie Perch, were found in the creek for the first time in several years. To 
see a brief report about the survey results, produced by the GBCMA,  click here.  
And for much more information, and perhaps some piscine entertainment, come along to the next 
Focus on Fauna presentation: “A fishy story” - see Coming Events above. 
  
Biodiversity Spring.  There is a wide range of environmental and nature events this spring, so have a 
look at the calendar on the Euroa Arboretum website and find out what‟s on. 
 
Woodlots.  A recent field day at Taggerty highlighted the value of woodlots for either commercial saw 
logs or on-farm timber for posts and firewood. Establishing a woodlot provides multiple environmental 
benefits and can increase the value of your land, even on small properties, and improves the amenity 
for both people and livestock. To find out more, go to: www.farmforestry.com.au  
 
Farm biosecurity.   Farm biosecurity is a set of measures designed to protect a property from the entry 
and spread of pests and diseases. Farm biosecurity is your responsibility and that of every person 
visiting or working on your property. Animal Health Australia in partnership with Plant Health Australia 
have created a Farm Biosecurity website and mobile phone app to help farmers develop their own farm 
biosecurity plan - relevant information/toolkits, plan templates, gate signs and frequently asked 
questions. For information go to http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/  
 
European Wasp traps. As described by Janet Hubbard and Ron 
Litjens at the AGM, European Wasps have become a major 
environmental and social pest in our district, and need to be 
controlled. Anyone can help by making a very simple trap, which is 
designed to catch only the European wasp and specifically targets 
the queen. See details on the Murrindindi Shire Council website. 
 
Rainfall.  We had 71.2mm in August, right on the long-term 
average, bringing the winter rainfall to 143mm which was 68mm below average. So far in September 
about 30mm has fallen and the year‟s total is 460mm, just under the average of 475mm. Up to now, 
apart from the extremely dry June, it hasn‟t been a bad year for rainfall. 
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