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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Saturday 9th December, End-of-year gathering, “Wingspread”, 2548 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, 
Strath Creek, 6 for 6.30pm. David and Rosemary will again provide their renowned NZ-style hangi - 
bring a salad or dessert to share. No drinks will be supplied, so please bring your own drink of choice. 
This is a celebration of all we have achieved in Landcare over the past year, so come along and join in! 
Note: please reply to Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come. 
 
Also:  
Saturday 25th November, Weed Control Networking Day, 10am-3pm, Beveridge Recreation 
Reserve. Local contractors will answer your weed management questions and offer advice. Guest 
speakers will discuss landholder incentives, while community groups will showcase their local weed 
management projects. BBQ provided. RSVP: www.weedday.eventbrite.com.au. For more information, 
please call 9217 2042 or email sustainability.planning@whittlesea.vic.gov.au  
 
Saturday 25th November, Virtual Farm Tour, 10am-1pm, GBCMA meeting room, Yea. Learn all about 
management and marketing of small-scale organic farming systems from Rob Fenton, manager of 
Green Gate Farm. Lunch provided. RSVP to Judy Watts uglandcare@net.au or 5797 4405. 
 
Friday 1st December, Rail Trail Nature Walk, 9-11am, Great Victorian Rail Trail. Meet at the 
Limestone Rd & Cheviot Rd intersection in Limestone.To register phone/text Landcare Coordinator 
Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490. 
 

 
Recent activities:   

Focus on Fauna.  On October 8th at Strath Creek Hall, Jo Kearns 
and Renae Ayres from the Arthur Rylah Institute presented “A Fishy Story”, 
an informative talk about native fish in our local creeks, particularly the 
endangered Macquarie Perch. As well as giving up their time to prepare and 
present the talk, they also donated two books to our group: a field guide to 
Australian birds and an introductory guide to fishes of the Murray-Darling 
Basin which any member is welcome to borrow by contacting the secretary. 
See the card at right accompanying the books. 

 
Wildflower walk.  As part of the Ribbons of Remnants significant 

roadsides project, a well-attended walk was held at a couple of locations 
along Upper King Parrot Creek Road on 19th October. Organised by the 
UGLN‟s Chris Cobern, the walk was led by the very knowledgeable botanist 
Geordie Scott-Walker who was able to point out and identify a range of 
interesting native plants that the project aims to protect and enhance. 

 
Aussie Backyard Bird Count.  Several SCLG members again participated in this annual event 

held by BirdLife Australia. As well as individuals submitting their own counts, a pleasant morning was 
spent surveying birds on 29th October at Strath Creek Falls and the Murchison Spur Lookout. 

 
Fox control.  During October, as part of the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control Project, a 

program of 1080 baiting was held on 18 properties throughout the catchment. This coordinated 
approach should prove far more effective than ad hoc baiting by individuals. Another round of baiting is 
planned for April next year. For information about the project contact Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490 – 
he also has both cage and soft-jaw traps available and can advise on all forms of fox control.  

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 
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Blackberry control.  Now is the time to tackle blackberries (as well as other weeds such as St John‟s 
Wort and Sweet Briar Rose). Blackberry Action Group officer Rebecca Bowles is again available to 
provide advice on chemical subsidies, spray units, etc, and can be contacted on 0417 700 768. If your 
blackberry infestations are large or in inaccessible terrain you can join in a coordinated helicopter 
spraying program being organised by Terry Hubbard – 
contact him asap at terjan.hubbard@gmail.com  

Cricket match. Our cricket match with Yellow Creek-
Dairy Creek Landcare Group, which had become an 
annual event, was cancelled last year due to unforeseen 
circumstances. We need to gauge the interest within our 
membership for reviving this rivalry, so anybody who 
thinks they might like to take part in a match around 
March/April next year should contact Jim Osborne on 
0438 119 429 or email jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au  

Responsible firewood collection.  Murrindindi Shire Council is urging the community to act 
responsibly when it comes to firewood collection. The best option for firewood collection is to go to a 
designated collection area, open during autumn and spring, usually from 1 March to 30 June and 1 
September to 30 November. To find out where the collection areas are within Murrindindi Shire just go 
to the „Forest Fire Management Victoria‟ website at www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood and search „Hume 
Region‟ or give them a call on 136 186.  

Generally, Council discourages firewood collection on Council-managed roadsides due to habitat loss 
and concerns about personal safety. However, in instances where there are high fuel loads on 
roadsides due to storms or other events, residents can obtain a permit free of charge through Council to 
allow collection. For further information or to obtain a permit for a Council-managed roadside, please 
contact Council‟s Local Laws officers on 5772 0333.  

Biodiversity Spring.  A reminder that there are still many farm, environmental and nature events yet to 
come this spring, so have a look at the Event Calendar to find out what‟s on. 
 
Bird booklet and CD.  We still have copies available, so if any member has 
yet to receive the Birds of the lower King Parrot Valley booklet or CD of the 
bird calls, please contact Laurie on 5780 1225. 
 
Upper Goulburn Lancare Network.  The UGLN recently held its AGM at the 
Yea Butter Factory where Terry Hubbard was once again elected as 
President of the Network. The entertainment for the evening was a Bird Call 
Quiz conducted by Ron Litjens with assistance from  David Wakefield. 
 
Volunteering opportunity.  The Y Water Discovery Centre is seeking 
volunteers to assist with guided tours through the Yea Wetlands. If you think 
you may be able to help or want more information, please contact Pauline on 
0408 246 308 Monday to Wednesday.  
 
Rabbits.  We are keen to find out if the RHDV K5 virus introduced earlier this year has had an effect on 
local rabbit populations. If any landholder finds a fresh rabbit carcase with no obvious cause of death, 
could they please contact David Wakefield as it may be possible to send off a sample for analysis. 
  
Pest animals.  We always seem to be going on about one pest animal or another, but our concern is 
vindicated by a recent report by the NSW Natural Resource Commission which estimated the total cost 
to Australian agriculture of wild dogs, rabbits, foxes, feral pigs and other pest animals at almost $800 
million a year, not to mention the toll on native wildlife. 
 
Rainfall.  Rainfall for September was only 35.2 mm, compared to the average of 68.3 mm. And in 
October we had just 30 mm, well below the average of 56.1 mm. At 496 mm for the year to the end of 
October, we were falling further behind the normal total of 570 mm and things were looking very dry, 
until the deluge this week altered the situation somewhat! Along Upper King Parrot Creek Road we 
have had over 35 mm in the last couple of days bringing the November total so far to about 40 mm. 
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