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COMING EVENTS:  
 

Saturday 20th January, Murchison Lookout/Pioneer Reserve Clean Up, 7.30am onwards.     
Strath Creek Landcare members can help at either venue, but we suggest that volunteers living closer 
to the Lookout should go straight there, and then head to the Reserve for breakfast -  delicious egg and 
bacon rolls. 
 
Saturday 10th February, Platypus and Rakali survey, Coonans Reserve, 6pm.                         
Strath Creek Landcare has been surveying the King Parrot Creek for these elusive creatures for many 
years now, and we hope to keep building our data base. We start the evening with a picnic at Coonans 
Reserve (Broadford/Flowerdale Road side), then head off to our selected sites for a tranquil hour, 
observing the creek and waiting for a satisfying sighting of a platypus or rakali. Bring food, drink, 
binoculars, a cushion and plenty of optimism! 
 
Sunday 25th February and 4th March, Chemical Users Course, Flowerdale Hall, 10am – 4pm.  
Also covers 1080 endorsement. UGLN is running another of these very useful courses in conjunction 
with the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control Project, so you too can help eradicate these feral pests. 
For more details or to register, contact Chris Cobern, Landcare Coordinator, on 0413 855 490 or email 
ugln.projects@ugln.net 
 
Sunday 4th March, Clean Up Australia Day, 9am start. The usual roadside clean-up with teams 
covering all roads leading out from Strath Creek. Safety vests, gloves and bags provided. This activity 
is registered with Clean Up Australia and is covered by their insurance. Any new volunteers are 
requested to contact Laurie, but unfortunately children are not allowed to participate. 
 
Reminder: $10 membership fee for 2017-18 is now well overdue. If this item is highlighted in 
yellow, the Treasurer has you recorded as unfinancial. If you wish to continue membership, 
please forward your payment to Jim Osborne, PO Box 835, Seymour 3661. 
 

 
End-of-year gathering.  David and Rosemary’s wonderful property “Wingspread” provided the perfect 
setting for an enjoyable evening on 9th December to celebrate another successful Landcare year. Many 
thanks to both of them for once again hosting this event for the group. 
 
National Tree Day. The Landcare group has traditionally marked National Tree Day with a signficant 
revegetation planting followed by a celebratory barbeque. If any member wants help with planting this 
year, let us know and we’ll fit it in the calendar, either on NTD or some other suitable date. 
 
Australian Landcare International.  Strath Creek Landcare has pledged support for the development 
of the Landcare movement in other countries by contributing to the Overseas Landcare Fund through 
ALI. Our last donation of $500 went towards a grass roots revegetation project in Timor Leste. We have 
received a report on the progress of the project which details how two hectares of community land has 
been planted out with the combined benefits of agro-forestry, water conservation and erosion control. 
 
Aussie Backyard Bird Count.  The results are in from the national count held last October. Over 
72,000 people, including some SCLG members, took part and almost 2 million birds from 578 species 
were recorded. The Rainbow Lorikeet topped the count for the fourth year running, followed by the 
aggressive native honeyeater, the Noisy Miner. It’s interesting that both birds are rare sightings indeed 
in our area. Next most counted were Australian Magpie, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo and Galah – no 
surprises there! One surprising trend from the accumulated yearly data is a decline in the frequency of 
occurrence of the Laughing Kookaburra across southeast Australia. 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 
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Blackberry Action Group.  Helicopter spraying organised by Terry Hubbard is due to take place soon, 
with Midway Plantations joining spraying on lower slopes adjoining Three Sisters. Project Officer Bec 
Bowles has reported that several landholders have been referred to DELWP for failure to control their 
blackberries. So keep up the vigilence against this persistent pest plant! 
 
Rabbit virus.  After the release of the RHDV1 K5 strain in March 2017 there was a 42% observed 
reduction in rabbit numbers nationwide based on data from 191 release sites. Rabbit deaths due to the 
virus were confirmed in every state and territory, except NT. The virus is available for purchase – for 
information go to https://www.pestsmart.org.au/purchasing-rhdv1-k5/  
 
Myna traps.  Both John Hatchell-Brown and Dave Wakefield have myna traps available for anyone to 
borrow. We know that these traps work because members who have borrowed them have said they 
haven’t seen a myna since the trap was installed! 
 
Biodiversity.  The Victorian government has recently launched a 20-year Biodiversity Plan: Protecting 
Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2037. Arthur Rylah Institute scientists see this as an opportunity to 
expand their involvement with citizen science to get more people involved in biodiversity projects. 
 
Owl deaths.  A recent study has highlighted the devastating impacts that rodenticides are having on 
our native owls that consume poisoned rats and mice. The ABC News website says “Household rat 
poison is being blamed for the demise of the common Southern Boobook owl population, which is ironic 
because this raptor is a natural predator of vermin.” Other owl species are likely to be affected as well. 
To control rats/mice and preserve owls, the old fashioned methods are best – trapping, cleaning up 
around the place, sealing entry holes in walls/roof and keeping pet food indoors. 
 
Bird’s nest.  John Hatchell-Brown found the large bird’s nest 
pictured at right which had been blown out of a large tree. Its 
amazing construction includes plain fencing wire complete with 
knots, chicken wire and electrical cord. The enterprising bird that 
built it was probably a currawong, or perhaps a raven or magpie. 
 
Condolences.  We were saddened to learn of the untimely death 
of Robert Falkenbach late last year. Robert,together with his 
partner Robyn Bowker, was an active member of the Dabyminga 
Catchment Cooperative Landcare group and they were tireless in 
the restoration of their property at Tallarook. Robyn also joined 
them up to our Strath Creek group and they attended many of our 
functions, particularly the Focus on Fauna talks and Platypus surveys. Vale Robert. 
 
Rainfall.   An eventful December for rain resulted in a record total of 159mm, four times the median 
rainfall of 40mm.  The 88mm recorded on 2nd December was the highest 24-hour total for any month in 
35 years of rainfall records at Upper King Parrot Creek Road.  The high December figure lifted the 2017 
yearly total from well below average at the end of November to 712mm, 26mm above the average of 
686mm. So far this month we’ve recorded only 1mm. 
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