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COMING EVENTS:  
 

Sunday 1st July, Focus on Fruit Fly, Strath Creek Hall, 3pm. 
Another information session in our Focus on Fauna series. Cathy Mansfield, Statewide Fruit Fly 
Coordinator, Agriculture Victoria, will deliver a comprehensive talk on the Queensland Fruit Fly, a native 
insect that has become a serious pest of fruit and vegetable crops. 
 
Sunday 22th July, National Tree Day, 804 Upper King Parrot Creek Road, Flowerdale, 10am.  
Try to keep this date free – it is our major planting for the year and an enjoyable social event as well. 
This year the event will be at the property of Chris and Jan Ryan combined with planting on the 
adjoining roadside for the Ribbons of Remnants project, and a small planting at “Three Sisters”.  
Further details to follow.  
 
Sunday 9th September, Annual General Meeting, Strath Creek Hall, 11am start.  
Make a note of this date. This year we are very fortunate to have Alisa Bunbury as guest speaker. Alisa 
is Grimwade Collection Curator at the Potter Museum, University of Melbourne and her talk is titled 
“John Lewin: Colonial birdman”. Lewin was a renowned naturalist and the first professional artist in the 
colony of New South Wales. As usual there will be a delicious catered lunch, BYO drinks. 
For a sneak preview, paintings by John Lewin are on display in Colony: Australia 1770-1861 at NGV 
Australia, Federation Square, until 15th July. This is a rare opportunity to see such works in Melbourne. 
  

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to 
Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come.  

This is essential for catering purposes. 
 

Further afield:  
Sunday 27th May, Encounters with Fungi, Yea Community House, 1– 4.30pm. A mushroom 
discovery interactive workshop with photographer and fungi expert, Alison Pouliot. Cost: $20. 
 

 
Recent Events: 
  
Working bee.  On 25th March a number of SCLG members joined our neighbouring Dabyminga 
Landcarers at a working bee to help out Robyn Bowker at her Tallarook property after the death of her 
partner Robert late last year. Many thanks to all those who attended. 
 
Focus on Foxes.  On Sunday 22nd April an audience of 35 was treated to wide-ranging and informative 
presentations on foxes and fox control. David De Angeles from the wildlife consultancy ABZECO talked 
about the wide variety of native animals that are vulnerable to fox predation; Andy Murray from DELWP 
discussed the large scale Southern Ark fox control project in Gippsland; and Richard Francis, principal 
of ABZECO, summarised the various practical means of fox control. 
 

****** 
 
Mission statement.  At its recent meeting, the SCLG committee voted unanimously to adopt a mission 
statement that encapsulates our group’s goals: 
 

“To protect and enhance the local environment for future generations; to promote sustainable 
land management practices; and above all, to foster a sense of community.” 

 
 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

 
         President:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au ) 
         Vice-president:  Susan King  (5784 9308, susan_king1@icloud.com  
         Secretary:  Laurie Macmillan  (5780 1225, landd@skymesh.com.au )                                                

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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Fox Control Project.  A second round of monitoring fox activity 
in the district using 50 remote cameras was conducted during 
March/April as part of the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control 
Project. A wide range of animals was captured on camera, 
including a number of vulnerable ground dwelling birds such as 
Bassian Thrush, Spotted Quail-thrush and Lewin’s Rail (named 
after John Lewin – see AGM notice above), and mammals such 
as possums, bandicoots and antechinus. As well, there was a 
total of 189 separate records of foxes. A targeted baiting 
program is currently being carried out by participating 
landholders right around the catchment area.  
 
Weed advice.  Are you wondering what that invasive plant is on your property and what you can do to 
control it? The Upper Goulburn Landcare Network has just appointed Chris Cobern as Weed Advisor to 
Landcare group members in the network. The UGLN Weed Advisor is now offering landowners a free 
assessment of high threat priority weeds on their property. Assistance is available to develop an 
integrated Weed Management Plan for the control and management of weeds. Chris can also provide 
technical advice  and other assistance such as equipment hire, chemical rebates, training courses & 
field days and other Landcare incentives. For more information and to arrange a property visit, please 
contact UGLN Weed Advisor Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490 or by email ugln.projects@ugln.net  
 
Invasive pests.  Whether it’s blackberries, foxes, rabbits, deer, hares, mynas, needle grass and other 
weeds, or just annoying blackbirds in the garden, invasive introduced species and their control seem to 
play a large part in rural life. Last Friday the Whittlesea & Surrounds Blackberry Action Group and the 
Victorian Blackberry Task Force held a forum on Invasive Species Management. City of Whittlesea 
officers talked about the challenges of new and emerging weeds, as well as their roadside pest and 
sustainable land management programs. Whittlesea is unique among local governments in having a 
local noxious weed law that enforces landowners to control 12 designated weeds. This means they do 
not have to rely on state government agencies for enforcement - (a lesson for Murrindindi?). 

Biological control of blackberry was also discussed. Introduced rust fungus is now well 
established and weakens plants significantly, but it is no “silver bullet”, and an integrated program with 

physical and chemical control is the best approach. Perhaps the best 
prospect for future bio-control lies with beetles that attack the crown of 
the blackberry plant, but no new agents are currently available. 
  Another interesting presentation outlined current research on 
deer populations in Australia. It was estimated that populations could 
total half a million, and they are expanding almost exponentially in both 
numbers and distribution. The worrying aspect is that even with 
significant culls combined with female fertility controls, populations will 
only be stabilised at best. There is certainly no prospect of eradication 
of these pest animals that are proving so destructive in native 
ecosystems. 
 

Platypus, etc.  Some good news for platypus, rakali and turtles in 
our local creeks – the Victorian government has announced that 
“opera house” and other enclosed yabby traps will be banned from 
all waters from July 2019. These traps have been responsible for 
numerous deaths of native aquatic animals, and research has found 
no reliable way to modify the design to exclude platypus or to allow 
animals to escape while still catching yabbies. 
 
Weather summary.  The total rainfall for April was only 17.6mm, 
well below the average of 48.7mm. This brought the year’s total to 
121mm compared to the average of 176mm. So far in May we have 
had a couple of good falls and have already almost reached the average of 56mm. To keep up with 
Strath Creek rainfall (measured on Upper King Parrot Creek Road),why not bookmark this page on the 
BOM website (which makes this rainfall report redundant!). 
 If you thought April was warm, you’re right. The average maximum temperature in Strath Creek 
was 2.5 °C above the long term mean. 
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