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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Sunday 22th July, National Tree Day, 804 Upper King Parrot Creek Road, Flowerdale, 10am.  
This year we have two separate plantings. One is at the property of Chris and Jan Ryan combined with 
the adjoining roadside for the Ribbons of Remnants project, and the other is at the Hubbards’ property, 
“Three Sisters”, 2752 Broadford-Flowerdale Road. Please let us know if you are coming – we really 
need to know for catering purposes and to assign people between sites. 
 
Wednesday 25th July, Tree planting, “Three Sisters”,  Broadford-Flowerdale Road, 9.30am.    
Join some enthusiastic corporate volunteers to help finish a large corridor planting that was started this 
time last year. Meet at the shearing shed – follow the Landcare signs. 
 
Sunday 9th September, Annual General Meeting, Strath Creek Hall, 11am start.  
Confirming what we announced in the last newsletter, this year we will have Alisa Bunbury as guest 
speaker. Alisa is Grimwade Collection Curator at the Potter Museum, University of Melbourne and her 
talk is titled “John Lewin: Colonial birdman”. Lewin was a renowned naturalist and the first professional 
artist in the colony of New South Wales. A delicious catered lunch will follow – please BYO drinks. 
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to 
Laurie on 5780 1225 or landd@skymesh.com.au if you plan to come.  

This is essential for catering purposes. 
 

 
Recent Events: 
Working bee. Landcarers helped out at another working bee on 16th June, at the Pioneer Reserve and 
Murchison Lookout, on a cold dank morning, starting at 7.30am(!). Once again damage had been 
inflicted on infrastructure at the Lookout – with a bollard knocked over and a seat bench stolen. It’s well 
worth keeping this area maintained as it has an extraordinarily high visitor rate. 
 
Focus on Fruit Fly.  On Sunday 1st July at Strath Creek, Cathy Mansfield 
gave an informative talk to about thirty people who were interested to hear 
about the possbility of Queensland Fruit Fly arriving in our area, how to 
ascertain its presence, and what we can do to minimise damage to food crops 
in the home garden. She also outlined the biology of this native insect. Judy 
Watts from UGLN provided some audience members with lure traps to install 
at home in late winter. We have a few of these traps available for distribution 
to anyone who missed the talk. Contact Laurie if you would like one. 
 

****** 
 
Fox Control Project.  Following a successful broad scale baiting program in October last year, a 
second round of baiting was undertaken in May as part of the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control 
Project. A total of 172 baits were taken, which means a lot less foxes in the district. A full report on the 
program can be seen on the UGLN website at http://ugln.net/kpcfcp-autumn-fox-baiting-program/  
 
Agriculture Energy Investment Program.  The State Government is offering free on-farm energy 
assessments to eligible farmers until March 2020. The assessments will analyse energy use (electricity, 
gas and diesel) and identify opportunities to make energy savings, improve efficiency and convert to 
renewable energy sources. The assessments will make recommendations tailored to the type and size 
of farm. For further information and to determine your eligibility click HERE. 
 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 
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Safeguarding Children.  The Upper Goulburn Landcare Network has prepared a Code of Conduct 
designed to safeguard children involved in Landcare activities. The Code, adopted by the SCLG 
committee, and which will be forwarded to the membership shortly, outlines child safe principles and 
expectations for appropriate behaviour by members and volunteers towards, and in the company of, 
children.  
 
Feral cats.  From a wildlife conservation viewpoint it was welcome news when the State Government 
finally declared feral cats to be a pest animal, so they can now be managed in a similar manner to wild 
dogs. A recent research review found that feral cats can kill up to 466 million reptiles per year in the 
Australian natural environment. Not to mention the enormous toll they inflict on native birds! 
 
Wedgies.  The senseless slaughter of well over 100 Wedge-tailed Eagles in 
East Gippsland shocked and outraged most people in the community. The 
myth that Australia’s largest bird of prey is a significant threat to livestock 
has been well and truly busted by scientific studies. According to BirdLife 
Australia the species is principally a scavenger and generally not a killer of 
sheep, as they mostly eat carrion and usually only take livestock that is 
already weak or sick and unlikely to survive. 
 
SWIFFT/VVB.  Those interested in biodiversity will no doubt know of the 
many flora and fauna data bases accessible on the web. This is a great improvement on lists kept on 
scraps of paper, but can be confusing when wanting to either upload data or retrieve species reports. 
SWIFFT – Statewide Integrated Flora and Fauna Teams – is an attempt to collate Victorian biodiversity 
data, knowledge and  activities in an easily accessible form. Its sister site VVB – Visualising Victoria’s 
Biodiversity – is a mapping program that allows users to advertise local projects and see what else is 
happening around the state in terms of conservation activities and research. A workshop was held 
recently in Euroa to inform potential users and get feedback on the sites. We are now able to upload 
information on projects such as Focus on Fauna and the Strath Creek Biodiversity Project. 
 
The Fast Break.  You can now keep up to date with seasonal climate outlooks and risks by subscribing 
to Agriculture Victoria’s newsletter titled The Fast Break.This is particularly useful for farmers interested 
in El Niňo/La Niňa, Southern Oscillation Index, soil moisture levels, etc. The AgVic site also has The 
Very Fast Break videos summarising oceanic and atmospheric climate drivers and model predictions 
for rainfall and temperature for Victoria. 
 
Weather summary.  The total Strath Creek rainfall for June was 74.6mm, a bit above the average of 
67.4mm. This brought the year’s total to 270mm compared to the average of 300mm. But we haven’t 
had any significant downpours since 17th June so it’s starting to seem like a fairly dry winter. 
 After a warm Autumn, winter came as a bit of a shock, with the June mean temperature almost 
1°C lower than the long term average and a very cold start to July, with a maximum daytime 
temperature of only 5.5°C on Monday 2nd July!  
 

 
 

Sunrise over the Yea Spur on 4
th

 July 
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