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COMING EVENTS: 

 
Saturday 19

th
 May. Fencing at “Three Sisters”. Starting at 9am, meet at Terry and Janet’s house. This is an 

extension of a fence-line to add to the Trust for Nature covenanted block on the Hubbards’ property. Several 
members have already volunteered to help fence this very steep hill – please check that your name is registered 
with Janet. Anyone else is welcome to assist in any way they can – just let Janet know.  A barbeque will be held 
afterwards.  
 
Saturday 26

th
 May. Fish Circus. 11am – 3pm, meet under the Goulburn Valley Highway Bridge at Kerrisdale. A 

fun day for kids and adults alike, and a great chance to learn more about our King Parrot Creek, and what lives in 
it. BBQ lunch provided. RSVP to Judy Watts on 5736 0105. 
 
Sunday 3

rd
 June. Murchison Lookout working bee, 9am. This involves spreading gravel for pathways, removing 

tree-guards and a general tidy-up – bring shovels, wheelbarrows, gloves, etc.  A barbeque lunch will follow, please 
bring a salad or cake.  Let Janet know whether or not you are able to come. 
 
Sunday 24

th
 June. Planting day at Pioneer Reserve and along a section of Strath Creek, 9am. Details later. 

 
Sunday 22

nd
 July. Planting day at Emmins.   670 Spring Valley Rd, Flowerdale – to be confirmed later. 

 
Sunday 12

th
 August. Planting day at Fosters. Starting at 10am, meet at Fosters’ Falls Road property. Lunch 

provided – please bring a salad or sweet.  Advise Janet whether you plan to come or not. 
 
Sunday 9

th
 September. Annual General Meeting, Strath Creek Hall 11am.  Always an important day in our 

Landcare calendar, please keep the date free for this event. Interesting speaker guaranteed !   

 

 
 
Incorporation.  The Strath Creek Landcare Group is now officially incorporated. The President is 
Terry Hubbard, Public Officer is Janet Hubbard and the official committee comprises the office 
holders plus Simon Kearney and Ron Litjens. Simon is arranging the acquisition of the old fire 
shed.  
 
New brochure. Kate Hawkins has just designed and produced an attractive brochure aimed at 
informing people about our Landcare group and encouraging new arrivals to the district to join the 
group.  
 
More on Macquarie Perch.  Researchers from Arthur Rylah Institute have once again been 
monitoring the endangered Macquarie Perch in King Parrot Creek and have good news to 
report.  Preliminary results show a tally of 54 Macquarie Perch at 6 sites, which is the highest 
number recorded since annual surveys began in 2006. The number is certainly well up on last 
year, when only 19 were caught. The highest number of maccas was just downstream of Burslems 
Bridge (21), with a further 9 netted at the nearby “Callandoon” site. Other positive results from the 
surveys were that no carp were found upstream of the Goulburn Valley Highway, and 2 platypus 
were recorded. On a sour note, the information sign at Burslems Bridge has been vandalised only a short time after 
its installation, and the survey team found illegal nets set in the creek, as well as a considerable amount of 
abandoned fishing line. For a full report with pictures, go to the Focus on Fauna website: 
http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/2012/04/26/some-good-news-on-maccas/      
 
Revegetation works for birds!  A research team led by Professor David Lindenmayer has found that many native 
birds which were thought to be headed for extinction have shown remarkable rates of recovery on farms where 
regrowth and plantings of native trees are flourishing. The team monitored 193 sites on 46 farms across southern 
NSW over ten years to study the effect on native birds of different ways of managing native vegetation. Professor 
Lindenmayer said “We’ve seen a big increase in numbers of rare and endangered birds on farms in southern 
Australia, despite the drought. It’s really good news, and a true credit to all the farmers who have worked so hard to 
protect and restore native vegetation.” 
 

http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/2012/04/26/some-good-news-on-maccas/


More on revegetation.  The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) is offering funding assistance to landholders 
in the Goulburn Broken Catchment for the fencing of woodland remnants (in our district particularly Grey Box and 
Yellow Box woodland) on private property, and for revegetation works connecting woodland remnant vegetation. 
These woodlands were once widespread, but are now much reduced across our landscape. The remaining areas 
of native vegetation provide essential habitat for native animals including woodland birds, gliders, bats, reptiles and 
frogs. Other on-farm benefits include shelter and shade for stock, capturing and storing carbon in trees, increased 
farm productivity through soil and water conservation, and improved aesthetic and land value. For further 
information or to register your Expression of Interest contact: Helen Repacholi at DPI Benalla Office, phone 
57611663 or 0408379428, or email helen.repacholi@dpi.vic.gov.au   
 
Myna traps.  From time to time we get requests to borrow one of our Landcare myna traps. We assembled 10 
traps in May 2008, and they should still be out there somewhere. If you have a trap that you are not using, would 
you please return it to either Terry Hubbard or David Wakefield. It would also be interesting to know, if you are 
using them, how many mynas you have caught? 
 
Soil management survey.  Roberts Evaluation is conducting a soil management survey of landholders with 10 
acres or more in the Goulburn Broken Catchment. If you would like to participate please follow this link 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BXFM5G9. The survey takes approximately 10 - 15 minutes. Two prizes of $500 
to be spent on farm materials at a rural retailer within the Goulburn Broken Catchment are up for grabs. Winners 
will be drawn by Roberts Evaluation at the end of June. The survey closes on 31

st
 May at 5pm. 

 
New CMA webpage.  The Goulburn Broken CMA has a new webpage sharing information on land and soil 
health. It can be found at http://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/default.asp?ID=land_health . It contains links to current 
projects and their contacts, project updates and reports produced as part of the program, as well as providing an 
opportunity to help shape future investment bids in the land and sustainable farming practices area. 
 
King Parrot Creek Working Group.  This committee, comprising representatives from SC Landcare, Flowerdale 
Environment Work Engine, Upper Goulburn Landcare Network, GB CMA and other agencies, recently held its 
second meeting. The meeting included a presentation by Goulburn Murray Water on groundwater management, an 
outline of the CMA’s priorities for King Parrot Creek and a workshop on how best to get landholders involved in 
riparian protection works. 
 
Focus on Fauna.  A large crowd of about 70 attended the final function held by the Upper Goulburn Landcare 
Network’s Focus on Fauna project in Strath Creek hall on 13

th
 April. The group was shown an inspiring short film 

made about the project, and then treated to a captivating presentation on Powerful Owls by Ron Litjens. Any 
members who were unable to attend but would like to see a repeat of the film and owl presentation are encouraged 
to attend the Yea Wetlands dinner on 1

st
 June. Cost is $40 per head – contact Janet Hubbard. 

This phase of the Focus on Fauna project has now wound up, but it is proposed to continue it in a more limited 
form later. However, the blog will continue, and you can keep up with local wildlife/natural history snippets by going 
to http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/  where you can subscribe to get email notification of new posts.  
 
Wallaby Creek catchment tour.  On Saturday 28

th
 April, a group of 8 

locals were treated to a fascinating tour of the closed Wallaby Creek 
catchment area organised by the Flowerdale Environment Work Engine. 
The tour was led by Parks Victoria ranger Tony Fitzgerald from Kinglake 
National Park. This was a unique opportunity to see the post-fire recovery 
of the catchment and the historical aqueducts, weirs and remains of a 
former settlement. One interesting aspect was the unexplained recovery of 
a narrow strip of tall Mountain Ash trees that usually do not survive severe 
fires. Elsewhere the numerous white standing trunks of Mountain Ash 
were a stark reminder of the fires. 
 
Blackberry Task Force.  Terry Hubbard and Landcare coordinator Judy Watts have 
attended a field day in north-east Victoria to learn more about how to set up a community 
blackberry action group. It is hoped that we can establish a coordinated approach to 
blackberry control in our area. 

 
Rainfall report.  Rainfall for April along Upper King 
Parrot Creek Rd was 29.2mm compared with an 
average of 48.7mm. The year’s total to the end of April 
was 334mm against an average of 181mm and last 
year’s 436mm. So it’s dried off somewhat after a 
couple of very wet months. 
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