
  NEWSLETTER                           
 DECEMBER  2012 
  
 President:  Terry Hubbard  (5780 1489)                                          
 Vice-president:  David Wakefield  (5780 1225) 
 Secretary:  Janet Hubbard  (5780 1489) 
 Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784 9393) 

  
 

Just a final brief newsletter for the year to let you know about some of the activities that have 

been happening in the Landcare world: 

 
Strath Creek Biodiversity Project.  Rapid progress is being made, with 
fencing works now almost completed on Hubbards’ and Kings’ properties, and 
direct seeding undertaken at Joblins’. For detailed information about the 
project’s aims and activities, we encourage you to visit the website: 
http://strathcreekbp.wordpress.com/  where you can also read about the 
mystery tree markings in ‘Hidden Valley’ that have wildlife experts guessing 
as to their origin (Yellow-bellied Glider an outside possibility??) 
 
Blackberry Action Group.   Project Officer Rebecca Bowles, with assistance 
from Murrindindi Shire’s Sue McNair, has now contacted all landholders 
within this year’s target area, i.e. the mid-King Parrot Creek catchment 
between Flowerdale and Strath Creek. If you have received a letter, you are 
urged to contact Rebecca (0417 700 768 or email becyea@gmail.com) as 
soon as possible to arrange a site visit and discuss how best to tackle your blackberry problem. The 
time for blackberry control is upon us and it is important to get a coordinated approach across the 
district before another fruit set. However spraying along the banks of King Parrot Creek should be 
delayed for a while until the Macquarie Perch spawning period is over at about the end of the year. 
  
Last Thursday, spray contractors, local landholders, agency officers and visitors from further afield, 
including representatives from the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce, gathered at ‘Three Sisters’ for a 
demonstration of an unmannned helicopter which could be used as a tool for controlling blackberries, 
especially in inaccessible country. Most observers were very impressed with its performance, but 
questions remain about cost and franchise arrangements. 

 
Farm Dams Project.  The dam sites of all applicants to this project have now been inspected, and 
are undergoing assessment by Landcare coordinator Cathy Olive. Cathy is drawing up individual 
plans, agreements and recommended species lists, and will shortly be contacting the landholders 
involved. This project will make a valuable contribution towards protecting and enhancing the 
biodiversity of a range of farm dams and wetlands across the district. 
 
Focus on Fauna.  The Focus on Fauna team is at present working in conjunction with the Strath 
Creek Biodiversity Project to survey participating sites in an attempt to establish baseline data on 
fauna and flora. We are still keen to hear of any unusual wildlife sightings in the Landcare area and 
will endeavour to post them on the regular blog at www.focusonfauna.wordpress.com/ . Here you can 
also read quirky nature stories by Ron Litjens and occasional reports from further afield by Landcare 
coordinator Chris Cobern.
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Remote-controlled helicopter Operator at lift-off VBT members 
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Victorian Landcare Council.  Terry Hubbard, Chair of the VLC reports: 
The Victorian Landcare Council Committee of Management met at Flowerdale on Saturday 1st 
December. This committee meets 6 times a year to develop policy and strategies for the support of 
community Landcare across the State. This C.O.M. meeting continued the process of developing 
strategies and partnerships to ensure ongoing support for Landcare. 
 
There are over 40,000 Landcare volunteers in Victoria and for almost 25 years they have made a 
great contribution to the restoration of degraded native vegetation, farmland and waterways. In the 
main this vast contribution has gone unrecognised and in 2008 a group of Landcarers, concerned 
about this and the loss of over 90 network co-ordinators in 2007, formed the Victorian Landcare 
Council to advocate for a better deal for community Landcare. 
 
The VLC has worked hard at developing partnerships with the Department of Sustainabilty and 
Environment  and with Catchment Management Authorities to strengthen the volunteer movement, 
and is now recognised and consulted regularly on matters relevant to Landcare. We provide a voice 
which was non-existent before 2007 and we have had significant successes - the commitment by the 
then Victorian Opposition to fund coordinators if elected was a major achievement, with 68 facilitators 
now serving groups and networks across the state. 
 
The VLC provides 2 delegates to the National Landcare Network so that grassroots Landcare now 
has representation at the Regional, State and National levels. All members of the Victorian Landcare 
Council C.O.M. are volunteers who give up much of their time and money to properly represent our 
great volunteer movement. 
For further information on the VLC go to www.vlc.org.au . 

 
 
Snow Gums.  One early activity by our Landcare group was 
to fence off a patch of remnant Snow Gums (Eucalyptus 
pauciflora) on a steep slope on ‘Hume Park’. Fourteen years 
later, the ancient Snow Gums are looking well and many of 
their progeny are also thriving, as well as several Silver 
Wattles and Blackwoods. By protecting the area from 
livestock,  ground flora such as Prickly Starwort and 
Magenta Storksbill  have been able to flourish as well. 
 
 
Rainfall.  We had only 33.6mm for November, just over half the average of 63.7mm. This brought the 
year’s total to the end of November to 700mm, still significantly above the average of 644mm, despite 
the dry spring (87mm compared to an average of 191mm !). So we are on track for an above average 
year – the annual average stands at just below 700mm. 
 

There is some misconception in the district that 
October is normally our wettest month. This may 
be so for Melbourne, but here our rainfall pattern is 
winter-dominated, tapering off as we head towards 
summer – as can be seen on this graph of monthly 
median rainfall for Strath Creek. 

 

On behalf of the Strath Creek Landcare Executive, we wish you a happy and safe festive 

season and look forward to resuming Landcare activities in the new year. 
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Snow Gums area on ‘Hume Park’ 
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