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COMING EVENTS: Please mark dates and details in your diary 

 
Sunday 17

th
 February. Fencing at Granters’ 8am to noon.  A small contingent of volunteers is needed for 

the Strath Creek Biodiversity Project fencing on the property of Neil and Kay Granter, Allandale Road, Strath 
Creek.  Contact Steve Joblin asap on 5780 1343 or 0419 351 939 if you can help.  A barbeque lunch will be 
provided afterwards. 
 
Friday 22

nd
 February. Platypus watch and night walk.  Members of the Strath Creek Landcare Group and 

the King Parrot Creek Environment Group are getting together for a platypus survey along the King Parrot 
Creek, followed by a spotlight walk in Coonans Bridge Reserve led by Trent Patten. For details contact either 
David Wakefield on 5780 1225 or Trent Patten on 5780 2333. 
 
Saturday 2

nd
 March. Farm dam demonstration and walk 9.30-11.00am.  See attached flyer for details. 

 
Saturday 2

nd
 March. Opening of Flowerdale Men’s Shed.  Official opening at 11am at Flowerdale Recreation 

Reserve, Spring Valley Road, Flowerdale, followed by a barbeque lunch and entertainment by Julian Laucius. 
The Flowerdale Men‟s Shed committee of management looks forward to working with Landcare groups on 
projects such as nest box building, picnic tables, timber signage etc. All welcome to come along and see what 
tools and equipment are available. For further details contact Steve Junghenn on 0434 023 533. 
 
Sunday 10

th
 March. Return cricket match with Yellow Creek/Dairy Creek Landcare group.  This year‟s 

match will be at the beautiful setting of the Hume and Hovell cricket ground off Allandale Rd, Strath Creek.    
Jim Osborne (phone 5784 9393) is very keen to hear from any potential local players. For further details, or if 
you can help with catering (sandwiches and desserts), please contact Janet Hubbard on 5780 1489.  
 
Sunday 7

th
 April. Roadside clean-up.  Not the official Clean-up Australia Day, but we will still conduct our 

usual annual clean-up of major local roads starting at 9am and meeting afterwards at the Strath Creek Store for 
coffee. The usual teams and arrangements will apply. For enquiries and provision of signs, safety vests, etc. 
contact Terry Hubbard on 5780 1489.   
 
Saturday 18

th
 May. Working bee at the old CFA shed, 10am.  The SC Landcare group is now the official 

owner of this shed and a thorough clean-out is needed. Volunteers welcome – a barbeque will follow. 
 

 

 
 
Strath Creek Biodiversity Project.  Project Officer Steve Joblin reports that most 
fencing is now completed. Pam and Wayne Watson have joined the project as the 
sixth participants with 11ha of their bushland, including their creek, now protected 
from stock. The project sites cover 140ha, protected by 4.35km of fencing, much of 
it done by volunteer labour for which Steve has expressed his gratitude.  A total of 
10,500 plants and 13kg of seed have been ordered for revegetating the sites. Much 
of the planting will be done by corporate volunteers, but the Landcare group will be 
asked to assist with 3 planting days over winter – details will be provided later.  
 
Carp.  Steve Junghenn tells us the story of the local bloke who found several large 
fish in his dam.  He was concerned about their welfare, and planned to return them 
to the creek so that they would have a better chance of survival. Unfortunately for 
the fish, and fortunately for the King Parrot Creek, Steve‟s wife Linda recognised 
them as  European Carp, which are a major threat to native fish, including our local 
population of Macquarie Perch. Steve‟s crocodile was very well fed for several 
nights !  Keep your eyes out for any more carp – the crocodile has got a taste for 
them. The picture at right shows a large carp caught by Brian Buckland in 2008. 
 



Gift boxes.  Over a year ago most of you would have received one of the beautiful 
bamboo boxes that were organised by Jim Osborne to mark the 25

th
 anniversary of 

Landcare. The boxes came complete with a range of local plant seeds (as well as jelly 
beans!). David Ralph raised the likelihood that many of those seeds are probably still 
unplanted and gathering dust on a shelf somewhere. He suggests that now is a good 
time to start propagating them for planting out later in the year. Propagation 
instructions were included in the boxes.    
 
Local nursery news.  Talking of propagating, enthusiastic local planters might be 
interested to know that one of our two local plant nurseries, the Valley of a Thousand 
Hills Nursery, which has been supplying tube stock of indigenous species for our 
revegetation projects for more than 10 years, has recently achieved a milestone with 
the propagation of their one millionth seedling!  We hope that many of them have 
survived in your revegetation areas, and are now producing their own offspring. 
Congratulations to David and Helen and their able local staff ! 

 
Forest survivors.  In our May 2012 newsletter, we included a piece about a tour by a few local residents of the 
closed Wallaby Creek catchment, lead by Parks Victoria ranger Tony Fitzgerald.  During the tour Tony pointed 
out a strip of Mountain Ash trees that remarkably seemed to have survived the Black Saturday fires, despite 
this species being particularly vulnerable to fire. A recent article in „The Age‟ newspaper confirms that about 50 
of these trees, in a number of clusters, have indeed survived, with their green crowns intact. 
Tony is quoted in the article as saying “… they're in a sea of fire-killed Mountain Ash of similar height. That's 
just the amazing thing about them. It's a fire-sensitive species, there's thousands of their mates that have died - 
and the best theory that people could come up with is that through some fluke of fire intensity, maybe there was 
just a shift in the wind, some random movement of heat has spared this clump. It‟s great that we've got a 
surviving sample of this really unique forest. It's a safety net really in a way - if we have another fire in the next 
10 years, before all this regeneration has a chance to flower and set seed, these will be the guys that will be 
providing the seed for the next forest”. The water catchment has been closed to public access for about 140 
years and contained some of the tallest living Mountain Ash trees on mainland Australia. Unfortunately the two 
tallest trees in the catchment, both over 90 m high, did not survive the fires. 
 
CMA review.  The Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority is undertaking a review of its Regional 
Waterway Management Strategy, first developed in 2004, and is seeking input from the community. If you have 
views on how our waterways should be managed and would like to contribute to the development of the 
strategy go to the website http://weconnect.gbcma.vic.gov.au 
 
Climate.  The CSIRO and the Australian Bureau of Meteorology have recently released a report entitled „State 
of the Climate 2012‟.  Some key findings in the report are: 

 each decade since the 1950s has been warmer than the previous one  

 Australian annual average daily mean temperature has increased by 0.9°C since 1910 

 there has been a trend towards decreased late autumn and winter rainfall across southern Australia 
over recent decades 

 sea surface temperatures have increased by about 0.8°C since 1910 

 global average mean sea level for 2011 was 210mm above the level in 1880 

 concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere in 2011 was higher than at any time for the past 800,000 years 

 the main cause of increased CO2 in the atmosphere is the combustion of fossil fuels  
 
Toxins.  Terry Hubbard alerted us to more cheery(?) news from a report on the website ScienceAlert Australia 
and New Zealand by science writer Julian Cribb. We have extracted some of the main points: 
“Humanity currently produces more than 83,000 different chemicals, a third of which are known or suspected of 
causing cancer, mutations and birth defects and most of which are toxic.  
Groundbreaking Australian research has found that even when dead and buried, people re-release their toxins 
back into groundwater and the environment, giving them back to future generations. Groundwater beneath 
most of the world‟s big cities is now so polluted as to be undrinkable, scientists have found.  
… the planet is now immersed in toxins released by the mining and energy sectors, coal especially. (In 
Australia, for example, coal pollution is estimated to kill four times more people than motor vehicle accidents.)   
Most people know it is not a good idea to foul the place we live: that lesson must now be applied in the case of 
these invisible substances, before universal and irreversible harm accrues to life on Earth”.  
 
Mynah traps.  From time to time we have requests for the loan of one of the group‟s mynah traps. If any 
member has a trap lying around unused please contact David Wakefield on 5780 1225. 
 
Rainfall report.  Literally nothing to report !  January‟s total was absolutely nil. The last time we had zero 
rainfall for a month was back in February 1991. For the last four and a half months we have had 80mm 
compared with an average of 248mm for that period. 

One million !! 


