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Roadside clean-up.  A reminder to those regulars who participate in the annual roadside rubbish 
collection that it is on this coming Sunday, 7th April. Meet at the Strath Creek store at 9am (remember 
it’s regular time, not daylight saving!) to collect signs, safety vests and bags (bring your own if you 
have them) and to be assigned a section of road. Bring your own gloves and wear sturdy boots. 
Meet back at the store for coffee afterwards. Any newcomers keen to join in, please contact Terry 
on 5780 1489.  
 
Blackberries.  Rebecca Bowles, the Project Officer for the King Parrot Catchment Blackberry Action 
Group, has contacted a significant proportion of landholders in this year’s target area between 
Flowerdale and Strath Creek, and has mapped over 1100ha on her database. Blackberry is a Weed 
of National Significance and as such it is incumbent upon landholders to control infestations on their 
property. Following the recent rains, blackberry plants are again active and there is an opportunity for 
control over the next few weeks, after which any action will need to be deferred until later in the year. 
A range of spray equipment is available through the Strath Creek Landcare Group, the Flowerdale 
Community House and the Murrindindi Shire. The Landcare group also provides a 50% rebate on 
suitable chemicals. For details contact Rebecca on 0417 700 768 or email becyea@gmail.com .  
If you are outside the target area, don’t feel left out, the same incentives apply - it was just felt by the 
steering committee that the whole catchment was too large for the Project Officer to cover in one 
year. It is hoped that further funding will allow the program to be extended to the Strath Creek 
catchment and the lower reaches of the King Parrot Creek next year. 
If you are interested in having your blackberries sprayed by helicopter, contact Terry Hubbard as a 
matter of urgency, as he needs to coordinate the spraying in the next few days. 
 
Soil recovery after fire.  South West Goulburn Landcare is hosting a workshop on Saturday 20th 
April from 10.30  - 12.30 at 735 Kilmore East-Sunday Creek Road. Soil scientist Cathy Botta will 
compare soils affected by the 2009 bushfires with non-burnt soil to see what changes have occurred 
to the soil profile on farms. 
RSVP to Sonia Sharkey, Landcare Facilitator on 5734 6312 or email 
swg_landcare@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au  by 15th April. 
 
Rotational grazing workshop.  Rotational grazing is a livestock grazing system that enables 
producers to avoid over-grazing, and to improve pasture production and utilisation. A workshop 
facilitated by Tim Ekberg will involve six sessions held on participating farms over a 6 month period, 
starting on 18th April. Cost is $250 or $350 depending on qualifications. This can cover 2 people from 
the one property and includes course notes, Evergraze calculator, MLA pasture measurement tools 
and Prograze tools.  
For full details contact Judy Brookes on 5797 2563 or email juncball@bigpond.com  
 
Focus on Fauna.  Another reminder that the Focus on Fauna project is still active 
and you can keep up with what is happening in the natural environment by regularly 
visiting, or subscribing to, the website at: http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/ . 
The home page has a regular blog of local nature stories by Ron Litjens and David 
Wakefield, as well as occasional pieces from further afield by Landcare coordinator 
Chris Cobern. We are always keen to get input from the community, so please send 
any wildlife stories and/or pictures to David at landd@skymesh.com.au and if 
suitable we can include them on the blog. 
 
Rainfall.  The rainfall for March was 40.0mm, just above the average of 38.4mm. 
This takes the year’s total to 96.6mm compared to the average of 131mm to the end of March. 
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