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 COMING LANDCARE EVENTS:   
 
Saturday 18th May. Shed clean-up 10am. Some volunteers are needed to help clean up the old CFA shed, 
which now belongs to our Landcare group. Bring rakes, buckets, brooms, gloves etc.  Please advise David 
Wakefield if you plan to come, so that we can cater for a barbeque lunch afterwards. 
 
Monday 27

th
 May. Executive meeting 8.00pm Strath Creek Hall.   Please advise Janet if you cannot come. 

Among the items for discussion will be the planting program for this year. Dates will be provided in the next 
newsletter. 

 

 
Strath Creek Biodiversity Project.  Steve Joblin 
reports that planting has begun at Hubbards‟ site, 
known as „Hidden Valley‟, despite the dry conditions. 
These early plantings were prompted by the 
availability of volunteers organised by Landcare 
coordinator Chris Cobern. Ripping of the site has 
made planting easier and the Hubbards have 
watered the seedlings in as well as providing crystals 
that improve moisture availability. Corporate 
volunteers from ANZ planted 230 seedlings, and last 
week Camberwell High School students on school 
camp at Kinglake West spent 2 days planting 460 
seedlings. They also took part in nest-box monitoring 
and installation supervised by Chris. 
 
Strath Creek v Yellow Creek/Dairy Creek Cricket Match.  In perfect weather in a perfect setting at the Hume 

and Hovell cricket ground on Sunday 28th April it is sad to report that the Yellow Creek/Dairy Creek Landcare 

group‟s team beat Strath Creek Landcare by 2 runs, with the winning runs scored off the last ball!                  

The game was played in great spirit and was matched only by the wonderful fellowship enjoyed by just on 80 

people from our adjoining Landcare groups at the Strath Creek Hall following the match, where a delicious meal 

was turned on. Don McQueen very kindly recited two poems which were thoroughly enjoyed, and the evening 

concluded with the presentation of the trophy to YC/DC and prizes to Mark Razmussen (YC/DC) and Chris 

Emmins (SC) as most valuable players. Thanks go to Jim Osborne and Marj Hamilton for organising the day 

and to all those who brought with them the good food and fellowship which made for a memorable day, one 

which must be repeated next year. 

Macquarie Perch update.  Our group‟s adopted icon species, the endangered Macquarie Perch, has again 
been under scrutiny by DSE researchers. The survey team found over 60 Macquarie Perch of all sizes in the 
King Parrot Creek using Fyke nets and electro-fishing – the best result yet ! A report on the surveys can be 
seen at http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/2013/04/12/gone-fishing/  – the complete survey results will be 
posted on the website shortly. Taken together with the high number of platypus sightings recently, it is fair  to 
say the creek is in good health at present, due in no small part to the extensive fencing and revegetation work 
undertaken by Landcare members. 
You may recall that, with Landcare members‟ approval obtained at the last AGM, we wrote to local MP Cindy 
McLeish expressing our disappointment at the axing of the Native Fish Strategy, which had been an important 
driver of efforts to protect, and create awareness of, the Macquarie Perch. This week we finally received a 
response – from the Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Ryan Smith. While he offers no 
commitment to restoring the NFS, he does have encouraging news for us in this paragraph from his letter: 
“I am advised that despite the uncertain future of funding for programs associated with the NFS, the Goulburn 
Broken Catchment Authority and the Department of Environment and Primary Industries are committed to 
continue their work towards improving the health of King Parrot Creek and the protection of native fish species, 
such as the Macquarie Perch, in this system.”  

  

Camberwell High students at „Hidden Valley‟ 

http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/2013/04/12/gone-fishing/


 
 
Waterwatch.  Danielle Beischer, former Strath Creek resident 
and founding secretary/treasurer of our Landcare group, is 
now a coordinator with Waterwatch, a national water quality 
monitoring network that encourages the community to become 
active in the protection of  waterways. Danielle gave an 
interesting presentation at our Farm Dams field day in March, 
including a display of aquatic macroinvertebrates. She has 
recruited several Flowerdale and Strath Creek residents (all 
Landcare members) to assist with monitoring water quality in 
the King Parrot and Strath Creeks. An introductory session 
was held recently at Trish Munley‟s property (see photo). 
Regular measurements of turbidity, temperature, ph, salinity 
and dissolved oxygen at various sites provide valuable data 
on the health of the creeks and can help locate sources of 
pollution or excessive nutrient run-off. 
 
Bird calls.  We are planning to produce a CD of local bird calls as a follow-up to the booklet „Birds of the lower 
King Parrot Valley‟ which was produced in 2007. The project is well advanced, but a few birds are proving 
elusive, namely Australian (Richard‟s) Pipit, White-fronted Chat, Varied Sittella, Crescent Honeyeater, Fairy 
Martin, Tawny Frogmouth, Barn Owl and Crested Pigeon. If you have any of these birds regularly calling on 
your property, please ring David on 5780 1225 and he will either come around and try to record the bird(s) or 
supply you with a small voice recorder. Incidentally, if you have never received a copy of the bird booklet, 
please contact David. 
 
Toolangi forest tour weekend.  Trent and Vikki Patten, for the 5

th
 year running, are hosting  the Deakin 

Environment Club, and this year are offering the community an opportunity to engage with this positive, 
enthusiastic group, this time with a weekend of activities in Toolangi.  They hope to share their knowledge of 
the area and are presenting exceptional speakers to provide detailed, accurate and up-to-date information. 
Come along to all or part of the weekend.  For more information, contact Trent or Vikki on 5780 2333 or 
trentandvik@spin.net.au . If you haven‟t already seen it, have a look at Trent‟s amazing video footage of the 
endangered Leadbeater‟s Possum (our state faunal emblem) on the Focus on Fauna website at 
http://focusonfauna.wordpress.com/2013/04/15/rare-footage-of-endangered-possum/  . Disturbingly, this video 
was taken close to current logging coupes. 

 
Landcare awards evening.  This year the awards dinner will 
be held in Murchison on Friday 14

th
 June starting at 6.30pm. 

The theme is „celebrating community natural resource 
management in the Goulburn Broken catchment‟. Coordinator 
Judy Watts is keen to get a good representation from the 
Upper Goulburn network and can organise car-pooling or a 
bus. To book a table or arrange transport, contact Judy on 
5736 0105 or email: uglandcare@gbcma.vic.gov.au  
 
Rainfall.  April proved to be another dry month, with only 
10.4mm, compared to an average of 47.5mm. The year‟s total 
to the end of April was 107mm, as against the long-term 
average of 179mm.  For the past 8 months we have had only 
221mm, just over half the average of 424mm ! 
 
A final thought.  It has been a very dry summer and autumn 
(see rainfall above), and there is increasing talk of drought. In 
many areas, including ours, there is evidence of over-grazing, 
which can lead to erosion, weed infestation and long-term 
damage to soil structure. One of the lessons from past drought 
years is that it can be better to reduce stock numbers, or 
perhaps destock altogether on small holdings, even if it means 
a short-term financial loss, rather than get locked into intensive 
feeding with spiralling feed costs, while your livestock and land 
continue to deteriorate. Landcare was set up in large part to 
address issues relating to poor farming practices – protection 
of one of our most valuable assets, our soil, is surely among 
the most important of those issues. 

Local waterwatchers with Danielle and 
the CMA‟s Kirsten Roszak 

Paddock trees. Isolated large old trees are 
not only aesthetically appealing and useful 
in providing shade for livestock, they also 
represent valuable habitat for wildlife in the 
rural landscape, particularly for small bats. 
But they can suffer from ringbarking due to 
stock rubbing, soil compaction around the 
root zone and excessive soil fertility from 
stock manure. Protecting a paddock tree 
with a circular fence, like the one on 
“Callandoon” pictured here (but preferably 
without barbed wire), and planting local 
shrubs around the tree,can greatly enhance 
its habitat value, as well as prolonging its 
life and allowing some natural regeneration. 
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