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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Saturday 16th February, Platypus & Rakali Survey, 6pm. Strath Creek Landcare has been surveying 
the King Parrot Creek for these elusive creatures for many years now, and contributing to the Australian 
Platypus Conservancy’s database. We start the evening with a picnic, then head off to our selected sites 
for a tranquil hour, observing the creek and waiting for a satisfying sighting of a platypus or rakali. Bring 
food, drink, binoculars, a cushion and plenty of optimism! Venue to be advised closer to the date. 
 
Sunday 3rd March, Clean Up Australia Day, 9am start, Strath Creek. The usual roadside clean-up with 
teams covering all roads leading out from Strath Creek. Safety vests, signs, gloves and bags provided. 
This activity is registered with Clean Up Australia and is covered by their insurance. Any new volunteers 
are requested to contact Susan King, but unfortunately children are not allowed to participate. 
 
Sunday 17th March, Birds at the Tram, ‘Three Sisters’, 2752 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, Flowerdale. 
Meet at the shearing shed at 9am. As a follow-up to the bird survey we conducted some years ago at 
Andrew Hubbard’s converted tram, we will see what birds we can find this time with more shelter from the 
revegetation there. Morning tea to follow. All are welcome to attend – bring binoculars if you can. 
 
Sundays 24th and 31st March, Agricultural Chemical Users Course, Flowerdale Hall, 10am to 4pm.  
A subsidised two day course for landowners who wish to learn about the safe use of pest plant and 
animal control chemicals on their land. The course qualifies attendees for the ACUP with 1080 
endorsement. Cost: $25 includes lunch. RSVP Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490 or ugln.projects@ugln.net  
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to Janet on 5780 1489 or 
janter.hubbard@gmail.com if you plan to come. This is essential for catering purposes. 

 

 

 
Landcare celebration at the Village Green.  Despite a cold and blustery day on 16th December, more 
than 60 adults and children gathered for a picnic BBQ, reptile display and music by Bobby Valentine at 
the Village Green cricket ground. All Landcare groups in the Upper Goulburn Landcare Network as well 
as neighbouring Dabyminga were represented. Shared salads and sweets were bountiful and delicious. 
Thanks to John and Ros Rogers for opening the Village Green pavilion for those who wished to get out of 
the wind and fresh air and listen to Bobby on his guitar. This was a great event, bringing together the 
Landcare groups in our network for what will hopefully become an annual event. Thanks once again to 
John and Ros Rogers, as well as Jim and his BBQ team and the UGLN.                 [Report by Susan King] 
 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

 
         President:  Susan King  (5784 9308, susan_king1@icloud.com ) 
         Vice-president:  David Ralph  (0468 900 850,  rosemarysimonralph@gmail.com )                     
         Secretary:  Janet Hubbard  (5780 1489,  janter.hubbard@gmail.com ) 

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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Coonans Reserve working bee.  A hardy band of 
volunteers did a wonderful job of clearing up a large 
fallen Manna Gum tree and brushcutting the long 
grass and weeds in the picnic areas at the reserve 
on Saturday 8th December. This will not only allow us 
to again hold events there, but will reduce the fire 
risk considerably. Particular thanks to Rob Dumsday 
and Sue Cross who removed the large piles of 
branches and debris. 
 
Murchison Gap Lookout.  In conjunction with the 
Pioneer Reserve working bee last Saturday, a few 
‘Friends of the Lookout’ Landcarers cleaned up the 
rubbish there, and were pleased to find that the 
vandalised bollard and picnic bench had been 
replaced by Murrindindi Shire Council workers. 
 
Fox Control Project.  The last round of baiting undertaken in October as part of the King Parrot 
Catchment Fox Control Project involved 22 participants laying 155 baits laced with 1080 of which 107 
were taken.We need to keep up the fox control work to have a lasting effect on fox numbers, so if you 
would like to be involved in the regular monitoring and baiting programs, please contact the Project 
Officer, Chris Cobern, directly on 0413 855 490 or ugln.projects@ugln.net  
 
Blackberry Action Group.  With Terry Hubbard’s organisation, a new helicopter capable of operating in 
very steep terrain has been active on several properties in the district. It is good to see blackberry control 
also being done by some formerly recalcitrant landowners. As with all pest problems, the more that get 
involved the better the chance of effective long-term control. Remember, you can always contact our 
Project Officer Bec Bowles (0417 700 768) for information or assistance on your blackberry problems. 
 
Focus on Fauna.  A reminder that the home page of the Focus on Fauna website is run as a nature blog 
and is well worth following. Ron Litjens has been particularly busy lately, informing us about all the 
wonderful insects he discovers. In fact we have just notched up 600 posts on the site since it began early 
in 2011 and there are now 150 regular followers. So, if you’re interested in birds, mammals, reptiles or the 
tinier world of arthropods, why not sign up to receive email notifications of new posts on the blog? 
 
Fauna and Toolangi.  This group runs regular nature talks similar to our Focus on Fauna presentations. 
On Friday 15th March indigenous plant expert and local resident Tabitha Barclay will talk about Indigenous 
Flora and Local Plant Ecology which will include bushfire resilient plants. Starts at 7.30pm at Toolangi 
Community House. Cost: Gold Coin. RSVP to faunatoolangi3777@gmail.com or phone 0403 071 157. 
 
Birds on Farms.  BirdLife Australia is currently running a Birds on Farms project that includes new 
properties as well as those that were surveyed as part of the original Birds on Farms project in the late 
1990s. The findings will evaluate the ecological condition of farms and how they change over time, 
identify potential priority sites for wildlife conservation actions, and produce 
guidelines for increasing woodland bird diversity in rural areas. It also 
provides landholders with a better knowledge and appreciation of the birds 
and their habitats on their properties. They are seeking expressions of 
interest from people that would like to have their property included as part 
of the program. The property does not need to be actively involved in 
agriculture, but is ideally at least 10 hectares in extent. The bird surveys 
can be undertaken by landholders if they have the skills, interest and 
availability, or the surveys can be undertaken by external birdwatchers 
who will either survey alone or with the landholder. To express interest or seek further info, contact Chris 
Timewell by email (woodlandbirds@birdlife.org.au) or by phone (03 9347 0757 extension 234). 
 
World Wetlands Day-Breakfast with the Birds.  For more birding, join the Murrindindi Bird Watchers in 
a guided tour of the Yea Wetlands on 2nd February starting at 7:30am. Full details on flyer below. 
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