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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Sunday 17th March, Birds at the Tram, ‘Three Sisters’, 2724 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, Flowerdale. 
Meet at the shearing shed at 9am. As a follow-up to the bird survey we conducted some years ago at 
Andrew Hubbard’s converted tram, we will see what birds we can find this time with more shelter from the 
revegetation there. Morning tea to follow. All are welcome to attend – please bring binoculars. 
 
Sundays 24th and 31st March, Agricultural Chemical Users Course, Flowerdale Hall, 10am to 4pm.  
A subsidised two day course for landowners who wish to learn about the safe use of pest plant and 
animal control chemicals on their land. The course qualifies attendees for the ACUP with 1080 
endorsement. Cost: $25 includes lunch. RSVP Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490 or ugln.projects@ugln.net 
 
Friday 29th March, Deer Management Forum, Shire Council Chambers, Yea, 6-8pm.  
Presentation by Wild Game Resources Australia on how it can assist landholders in the Upper Goulburn 
region deal with the growing issue of feral deer, and what monetary incentives are available. Light supper 
provided. Contact Judy McGill: email uglandcare@ugln.net  or phone 5797 4405. 
 
Sunday 7th April, Clean Up Australia Day, 9am start, Strath Creek (opposite the pub).  
The actual Clean Up Australia Day event was cancelled due to extreme weather and fire danger 
conditions, so our usual roadside clean-up has been reschedulued to this April date. Teams will try to 
cover all roads leading out from Strath Creek. Safety vests, signs, gloves and bags will be provided.  Any 
new volunteers (particularly those with utes) are asked to contact Susan King (see contact details above). 
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to Janet on 5780 1489 or 
janter.hubbard@gmail.com if you plan to come. This is essential for catering purposes. 

 

 
Quoll talk.  A very successful Focus on Fauna presentation was held in 
Kinglake West on 21st February in conjunction with the Fauna and 
Toolangi group. Alberto Vale from the Australian Quoll Conservancy 
talked about the endangered Spotted-tailed Quoll, its habits and 
requirements, and delighted the audience of almost 50 people by 
producing a live young quoll that had been rescued and was in the hands 
of wildlife carers. Alberto’s team aims to establish a reliable ongoing 
survey program to determine the abundance and distribution of quolls in 
Victoria. They also hope that a viable population can be re-established in the forested areas around 
Kinglake where there is some recent evidence that quolls may survive or at least visit. 

 
Platypus survey.  After a pleasant picnic in the Pioneer Reserve, 11 members and 
friends settled in for a peaceful hour on dusk at several spots along the King Parrot 
Creek at “Callandoon” on 23rd February. Two platypus and two (possibly three) 
rakali were spotted which made it all worthwhile. Thanks to Robin Campbell for 
allowing access to the creekside. 
 
Platypus monitoring network.  The Australian Platypus Conservancy recently 
held a presentation in Yea to inform interested locals about its newly established 

Australian Platypus Monitoring Network. This is a citizen science initiative that allows volunteers to record 
sightings, or just as importantly non-sightings, at registered sites which will allow the APC to track 
population trends. The Landcare group is looking at establishing a site on the King Parrot Creek that any 
member could visit and do a 5 to 10 minute survey and record the result on the website. We will keep you 
informed on this. 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 
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         Secretary:  Janet Hubbard  (5780 1489,  janter.hubbard@gmail.com ) 

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 

mailto:ugln.projects@ugln.net
mailto:uglandcare@ugln.net
https://www.platypusnetwork.org.au/home
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com/
mailto:susan_king1@icloud.com
mailto:rosemarysimonralph@gmail.com
mailto:janter.hubbard@gmail.com
mailto:jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au


Fox Control Project.  The next round of remote camera monitoring on many properties throughout the 
King Parrot Creek catchment will be undertaken in April over a 3 week period. This will provide data not 
only on fox numbers, but also on what native wildlife is out there and, in the long term,  whether wildlife 
abundance and diversity are improving as a result of coordinated fox control. If you would like to be 
involved in the regular monitoring and baiting programs, please contact the Project Officer, Chris Cobern, 
directly on 0413 855 490 or ugln.projects@ugln.net  
 
Fox bounty.  Note that Agriculture Victoria is resuming bounty collections this month. Eligible participants 
can submit their bounty during scheduled collection times, Broadford being one of the collection centres. 
The collection schedule and required body parts can be found on the AgVic website. 
 
Moth books.   Peter Marriott, who presented an absorbing Focus on Fauna talk on 
moths some years ago, has written Part 8 of the book series Moths of Victoria and 
it is currently available through the Entomological Society of Victoria. SCLG 
members can order the book directly from the society, or contact Laurie Macmillan 
at landd@skymesh.com.au and we can place a bulk order. We still have one copy 
each of Parts1,2 and 3 which are available for the cost price of $12 each. These 
are superb publications and come with a CD of detailed information and pictures. 
So here’s a chance to start your collection of this magnificent series. 
 
Blackberry Action Group.  With Terry Hubbard’s organisation, a helicopter 
sprayed blackberries in steep terrain on several properties in the district. It is hoped 
that the chemicals will be effective despite the blackberries being stressed due to the hot dry conditions. 
Another reminder that you can always contact our Project Officer Bec Bowles (0417 700 768) for 
information or assistance on your blackberry problems. 
 
Farmer health.  The National Centre for Farmer Health website has many tips, downloadable fact sheets 
and videos on such things as how to set goals, maintain a healthy diet, farm safety and exercising while 
sitting on a tractor, as well as other interesting facts about farmer health.  
 
Drought feeding and livestock management.  As the dry conditions continue, farmers and managers 
can get useful help from Agriculture Victoria on feeding and managing livestock in these situations. Go to 
this AgVic website to download PDF information sheets for cattle, sheep and horses. 
 
Intrepid Landcare.  Started by a couple of young women keen to make Landcare more relevant and 
attractive to younger people, Intrepid Landcare aims to inspire, connect and empower young people to 
join local environmental initiatives in their communities. They combine traditional Landcare activities with 
more adventurous pursuits, and Intrepid Landcare groups are springing up all around the country. Annette 
Cavanagh from Yellow Creek-Dairy Creek Landcare Group is keen to start up a group in this district and 
we hope to hear more about Intrepid in the future. 
 
Rabbits.  It’s now two years since the release of the RHDV1 K5 virus at many sites across the country - 
the first nationally coordinated release of a new rabbit biocontrol agent in 20 years. There were two 
release sites in the Strath Creek area and, after an initial apparent reduction in numbers, it is hard now to 
see any long term improvements in local rabbit control. But what about nationally – and what is planned 
for the future? To find out, be sure to watch ABC-TV’s Landline program this coming Sunday at 12.30pm.  
 
Planting days.  The planting season is not that far off – once we get some rain!  So if you have a 
revegetation project and want some help from the Landcare group, please contact Janet Hubbard on 
5780 1489 or janter.hubbard@gmail.com so your planting can be fitted in the events calendar. 
 
Ducks.  It’s hard to believe, but we’re about to have yet another duck hunting season, despite being in the 
grip of a severe drought. To quote BirdLife Australia: “All native birds are protected equally, it’s just that 
some are protected more equally than others. There are stiff penalties for killing native birds in all of 
Australia’s states, yet when the calendar flicks over to March, the State Governments of Victoria, 
Tasmania and South Australia decide it’s suddenly okay to kill native birds after all, just as long as they 
are ducks”. Last year official figures show almost 400,000 birds were “harvested" during the duck season!  
 
Weather.  And talking of rain, not much around! Halfway through March and we’ve had a total of 1mm. 
That comes on top of only 7.4mm for February compared to the average of 39.2mm. So far this year 
we’ve had only 20mm, just a fraction of the average of 106mm. A hot,dry start to the year! 
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