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         MAY / JUNE  2019 

 

COMING EVENTS:  

 
Sunday 2nd June, Adventure with Purpose, 12pm, John Cummins Reserve, Yea Wetlands. 
Barbeque and information session for 18-35 year-olds organised by Intrepid Landcare and the Upper 
Goulburn Landcare Network. For details and to book in, contact Annette on 0488 152 382 or email 
a.m.cavanagh@outlook.com.au . 
 
Saturday 22nd June, Planting Day, 9.45am, The Butter Factory, 13 Rattray St, Yea. A joint event with 
Yea River Catchment Landcare at the historic home of Kate Hawkins and Ron Litjens. Barbeque provided 
– please bring planting implements and a salad or sweet to share. RSVP by 17th June to Janet. 
 
Sunday 28th July, National Tree Day, 10am, “Three Sisters”, 2752 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, 
Flowerdale. As usual this is a big event in our calendar and we would like as many members as possible 
to come along for a bit of planting in the morning followed by an enjoyable lunch and a glass or two. 
 
Sunday 8th September, Annual General Meeting, 11am, Strath Creek Hall. An early notice for this 
important event in our Landcare calendar – please note the date in your diary. This year the speaker will 
be Matthew Burns, Chief Executive Officer,Taungurung Land & Waters Council. 
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to Janet on 5780 1489 or 
janter.hubbard@gmail.com if you plan to come. This is essential for catering purposes. 

 

 
Recent events report: 
 Bushfire reunion.  On Saturday 16th March, about 60 people, including several SCLG members, 
met at Saladin Lodge to remember the 2009 bushfires and talk about some of the good feelings that came 
from working together on fencing and rehabilitation at such a disastrous time. Brief tributes were paid by 
people who were helped by volunteers. 
 

Birds at the Tram.  Ten members gathered at Andrew Hubbard’s tram hideaway on 17th March 
for a birdwatching session. The extremely dry conditions no doubt contributed to the disappointing total of 
16 bird species spotted, but the twitchers were compensated with a delicious morning tea.  
 

Clean Up Australia Day.  After being postponed to 7th April, we had our usual roadside rubbish 
collection with 14 members collecting about 3m³ of trash mindlessly tossed out from passing vehicles. 
 
Wombats.  Sonia Gulec has recently rescued a couple of young  joeys 
from the pouches of road-kill wombats and encourages others to 
similarly check for orphans if safe to do so. Rescued young can be taken 
in by a wildlife shelter or carer, such as Lee and Lionel Weston in 
McNallys Road (0407 063 331 or 0400 740 650) or The Haven (5792 
2293 or 0417 373 098). Sonia can provide and install mange treatment 
kits on your property – contact her at catjump@live.com.au . 
 
Spotted-tailed Quoll.  Our committee has agreed to a request from the 
Australian Quoll Conservancy to support its proposal to re-introduce Spotted-tailed Quolls to suitable 
habitat in the Kinglake Ranges. The project will be supervised by DELWP and ParksVic, will have 
extensive monitoring and fox/cat control programs and has broad support in the Kinglake area. 
 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

 
         President:  Susan King  (5784 9308, susan_king1@icloud.com ) 
         Vice-president:  David Ralph  (0468 900 850,  rosemarysimonralph@gmail.com )                     
         Secretary:  Janet Hubbard  (5780 1489,  janter.hubbard@gmail.com ) 

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 
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Intrepid Landcare.  For the next stage in the development of Intrepid Landcare in the Murrindindi Shire 
see Coming Events above. Members should encourage their younger friends and relatives with an 
adventurous spirit to go along and find out more about this initiative. We need younger members! 
 
Myna traps.  Once again the proliferation of Common (Indian) mynas in the 
district has been brought to our attention, and members are encouraged to 
control them by trapping where they can. There should be many Landcare 
traps still distributed among our members, but unfortunately we have lost 
track of them. If anyone has a trap that is not being used, could they please 
let Susan King or Janet Hubbard know so the traps can be passed on to 
members keen to actively control these pest birds. 
While on pest birds, a minor problem compared with mynas is the recent 
spread in the district of Noisy Miners, an aggressive native honeyeater that 
can exclude many smaller birds from certain habitats. 
 
Platypus monitoring network.  A recent sad case at Flowerdale has highlighted the need for anglers to 
collect and take home all their discarded or broken lines. A platypus was spotted with line wrapped 
around its body, and despite one failed rescue attempt, it has not been sighted again.  
If anyone is interested in watching for platypus for a few minutes on a fairly regular basis at Burslems 
Bridge, please contact Dave Wakefield and we’ll register the site with the Australian Platypus Monitoring 
Network. To see what’s involved in being a volunteer monitor, visit the network’s website. 
 

Fox Control Project.  Another round of remote camera monitoring was held over 
a 3-week period in April on many properties throughout the King Parrot Creek 
catchment. The results are still being collated and assessed, but it is clear that 
many foxes are still being recorded, as well as other pests such as feral cats, 
rabbits and deer. The camera monitoring also provides a chance to see a wide 
range of native wildlife out there, much of it susceptible to predation by foxes. 
A coordinated follow-up baiting program is now underway in the catchment. 
 
Federal election.  Well, a surprise result! And in Indi we again have an 
Independent member in Helen Haines. It will now be interesting to see if promises 
made on the campaign trail regarding the environment, and particularly Landcare, 
will be kept. The Murrindindi Climate Network and UGLN sought answers from the 

candidates on five questions relating to Landcare, energy policy, carbon pricing/emissions and the 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan. The response from Helen Haines on Landcare is encouraging: 
“Landcare is a highly effective organisation and movement, developing and implementing practical, local 
actions to improve the land and water in a sustainable way. Its philosophies and values of volunteerism, 
community engagement and local solutions to local issues are completely at one with my own and also 
that of Voices for Indi, the community movement initiated in 2012, that invited me to be the independent 
candidate for Indi. I would definitely commit to support ongoing and appropriate financial resourcing. 
I have read the Landcare Policy Statement 2019 and support its objectives. Targeted local community 
grants should support the interconnected challenges of conservation, sustainable and regenerative 
agriculture, and climate change mitigation as outlined in the report. I also strongly endorse the support of 
traditional owner groups to work on their traditional lands and the opportunities afforded to young 
Australians to engage in land and habitat care. I acknowledge the superb learning opportunities afforded 
to young and old alike from their involvement in Landcare.” 
 
World Environment Day.  Wednesday 5th June is designated World Environment Day and it takes on 
added meaning with the recent release of  a report from the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) which warns that nature is declining globally at rates 
unprecedented in human history – and the rate of species extinctions is accelerating, with grave impacts 
on people around the world now likely. One million species are now under threat of extinction and the 
report clearly shows that human-induced climate change is a main driver of biodiversity loss. Good to 
know we have a prime minister who brandishes a lump of coal in parliament and believes in miracles! 
 
Weather.  With only 39mm up to the end of April, compared to an average of 173mm, things were looking 
grim. Thankfully some good falls earlier this month provided some relief and a tinge of green on the 
landscape. But much more is needed to achieve soil saturation and run-off into dams and streams.  
Also, every month so far this year has seen average temperatures well above the long term mean. 

https://www.platypusnetwork.org.au/home

