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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Friday 26th July, Planting Day, 9am, ‘Three Sisters’, 2752 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, Flowerdale. 
Landcare members are invited to join corporate volunteers – show the city slickers how we do it! 
 
Sunday 28th July, National Tree Day, 10am, ‘Three Sisters’, 2752 Broadford-Flowerdale Rd, 
Flowerdale. Join in our annual major contribution to the revegetation of the valley – a couple of hours of 
easy planting at the Hubbards property and in Coonans Reserve followed by a barbecue lunch and a 
glass of your favourite tipple. Please bring a salad or cake to share. Should be a great day as usual. 
 
Sunday 11th August, Planting Day, 10am, 155 Hamiltons Rd, Yea. Another chance to get to know 
members of a neighbouring Landcare group. Join Yellow creek – Dairy Creek in a creekside corridor 
planting to mark the late John Hamilton’s birthday. A salad or sweet would be appreciated. 
  
Sunday 8th September, Annual General Meeting, 11am, Strath Creek Hall. A reminder of this 
important event in our Landcare calendar – please note the date in your diary. The speaker will be 
Matthew Burns, Chief Executive Officer,Taungurung Land & Waters Council. This year we will provide a 
spit roast – members to bring a salad or sweet and their choice of drink. 
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to Janet on 5780 1489 or 
janter.hubbard@gmail.com if you plan to come. This is essential for catering purposes. 

 

 
Recent events.  Keen members have been busy already at plantings around the district. At Ursula and 
Evan King’s Sugarloaf Creek property 800 plants were put in on 16th June by friends and members of 
Dabyminga Catchment Cooperative and SCLG. Then on 22nd June several of our members joined the 
Yea River Catchment Landcare Group in a planting at the Yea Butter Factory, home of Kate Hawkins and 
Ron Litjens, where it was encouraging to also see several young members of the newly formed Intrepid 
Landcare group. Last but not least, a planting to supplement last year’s National Tree Day effort on Upper 
King Parrot Creek Rd, Flowerdale, which suffered badly from the dry conditions and accidental cattle 
intrusion. 
  
Landcare signs. We have several Strath Creek Landcare Group 
metal signs that members can affix to their front gate or boundary 
fence to indicate their support of Landcare. Available at the bargain 
price of $10! Contact Terry Hubbard or Dave Wakefield.  
 
Rotary award.  Congratulations to David Ralph who was presented 
at Yea Rotary with the David Long Memorial Community Service 
Award. We all know what a hard worker David Ralph has been over 
many years for Landcare and the community, as was the late David 
Long who was a much-admired long-term member of our group. 
 
Myna traps.  In the last newsletter we put out a call for the return of any of the Landcare group’s myna 
traps that were constructed in either of the two workshops we have run. That call had zero response. 
They can’t have all disappeared, so if you do have an unused trap, please contact Janet Hubbard or 
Susan King and they can arrange to have the trap redirected to a property needing to actively control 
these pesky pests.   
 
Fox bounty.  For those controlling foxes by shooting or trapping, note that the Broadford bounty 
collection site will be open on Thursday 25th July. For details go to the Agriculture Victoria website. 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 
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Fox Control Project.  The remote camera monitoring held over a 3-week 
period in April has now been analysed and Chris Cobern has summarised 
the results. There were 51 cameras installed on 39 properties including 3 
new SCLG members. Compared with last year: 

 Fox numbers were stable in the lower King Parrot Creek catchment, 
up by 50% in the middle catchment (perhaps reflecting less baiting in 
that area) and down by 35% in the upper catchment. 

 Deer numbers overall were up by about 40%, rabbit numbers down 
by about 25% and cat numbers overall stable.  

 There were some interesting native wildlife observations, including 3 
Brush-tailed Phascogales and 35 Long-nosed Bandicoots, as well as 
Bush Rats, Agile Antechinus and a range of interesting ground-
foraging birds such as lyrebirds, Lewins Rail (a threatened species), Bassian Thrush, Olive 
Whistler and Satin Bowerbird. 

For Chris’s report with some great pictures, go to http://ugln.net/fox-control-monitoring-program/ . 
 
Woody debris in streams.  In the past, logs and branches (aka snags or ‘large woody debris’) were 
regularly removed from waterways in the belief that they caused erosion and flooding, and damaged 
infrastructure. However, the beneficial effects of large wood in streams in terms of erosion control, better 
water quality and healthier aquatic life have long been recognised, and in most cases CMAs are reluctant 
to remove snags, and are in fact often replacing logs etc. for fish habitat. To allay concerns of landholders 
about the potential for flooding caused by instream wood and vegetation in and around a waterway 
DELWP has developed a series of fact sheets which include information for the community about 
managing vegetation, and information about approvals that may be required in its management. These 
sheets can be downloaded from DELWP’s Waterways and catchments website. 
 
Membership.  A reminder that annual membership is due at the AGM in September. An easy way to pay 
is to bring $10 along to the AGM. We have been able to keep it at this low rate because of other funding 
sources, but we still need your contribution to defray some on-going costs. Remember, unfinancial 
members are not covered by our insurance, and are not eligible to vote at the AGM.  
 
Committee.  At the AGM all positions will be declared vacant. Do you want to be an office-holder or play 
a role on the SCLG committee? Or nominate someone else? All that’s needed is a nominator and a 
seconder, and approval from the nominee – all of whom should be SCLG members. We’ll be sending out 
a form before the AGM, so have a think about it. Please note that all committee meetings are open to any 
member to attend and contribute – for dates contact the secretary. 

 
Bird booklet and CD.  Every SCLG member is entitled to a free copy of   
Birds of the Lower King Parrot Valley and the accompanying CD of bird calls. If 
you are a fairly recent member and have yet to receive your copy, contact 
Laurie Macmillan (5780 1225), or there will be copies available at the AGM. 
 
Car adverts and hoon drivers.  You’ve probably seen those annoying TV ads 
where irresponsible drivers in 4WDs go barrelling into the bush or beach, 
through creeks, up steep inclines, etc., happily trashing the environment as 

they go. Well, environment group Friends of the Box-Ironbark Forests complained to the Ad Standards 
panel about Suzuki’s ‘for fun’s sake’ ad and had a small victory of sorts, as the panel upheld the complaint 
and Suzuki agreed to edit out unacceptable parts of the ad. However, it was a hollow victory as the panel 
only acknowledged the reckless driving aspect of the ad, not the environmental damage – and Suzuki is 
apparently still showing the unedited ad.  
 
Weather.  Remember, you can subscribe to Agriculture Victoria’s regular seasonal weather/climate 
updates at The Fast Break where, if you’re in a hurry, there is also a link to The Very Fast Break short 
videos on YouTube. The latest edition indicates that the prospect of an El Niňo event has diminished and 
it is no longer likely this year. However, conditions in the Indian Ocean point towards a drier than average 
winter-spring period in Victoria. 
June rainfall at Strath Creek was 96.0mm, well above average for the second month in a row (May had 
106mm) and the year’s total to the end of June was 240mm. But that’s still below the average of 299mm. 
A further 18mm has fallen so far this month. Daytime maximum temperatures for June were a bit above 
average, but night-time minimums were on average significantly cooler due to several frosts. 

Long-nosed Bandicoot 
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