
     LANDCARE  NEWS                          
           OCTOBER  2019 

 

COMING EVENTS:  

 
Saturday 19th October, Wildflower Walk, 10am at Strath Falls off Murchison Spur Rd. If you were 
inspired by David Laurie’s presentation at the AGM, come along and see the wonderful display at the 
Falls, followed by a look at the wildflowers at the Murchison Lookout, where we will have a barbeque. 
Bring your own food and drink. 
 
Saturday 7th December, End-of year get-together, 6.30pm at the home of Susan and Joel King, 
2012 King Parrot Creek Rd, Strath Creek. This is a chance to celebrate our Landcare achievements for 
2019, with music and conversation.  Meat will be provided, bring a salad or sweet to share, and whatever 
you care to drink.  
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to Janet on 5780 1489 or 
janter.hubbard@gmail.com if you plan to come. This is essential for catering purposes. 

 
Elsewhere in the district: 
Friday 4th October, Adapting Nature to Climate Change, 6-8pm at Y Water Discovery Centre, Yea.  
A talk by Professor Ary Hoffmann. The first in a speaker series encouraging communities to be more 
environmentally aware. 
 
Friday 11th October, Upper Goulburn Landcare Network AGM, 6pm, Y Water Discovery Centre, 
Yea.  Join Landcare members for an interesting presentation from Shane Monk on the effects of cool 
burning, and the discovery of aboriginal artefacts found after the fires in the Strathbogies. Bring a main 
dish, salad or sweet to share, and your choice of beverage. If you plan to attend, please advise Susan 
King on 5784 9308 or email susan_king1@icloud.com  
 
Friday 25th October, Climate-smart Farming, 5.45pm, Beaufort Manor, 111 High St, Yea. A Yea River 
Catchment Landcare event with speakers and discussion. Cost of $25 includes a two-course meal. For 
details and booking contact Judy Brookes at juncball@bigpond.com  or 0448 972 563 by 19th October. 
 
Sunday 27th October, Botanical Walk, 10am-12 noon, Kinglake. Join botanist Geordie Scott-Walker 
and Kinglake Landcare members for a botanical walk along Captains Creek Road, Kinglake Central, 
followed by a light lunch and optional walk to Wombelano Falls. For details and RSVP contact Roger 
Cook 0438 334 223 or email johnstewart@live.com .  
 

 
Annual General Meeting.  This year the AGM was held on Sunday 8th September at Strath Creek Hall. 
We were treated to a photographic presentation of local native wildflowers by 
botanist and nurseryman David Laurie. As well as identifying many colourful 
species, David encouraged us all to get out and look at what is growing under 
our feet this spring – the best time for natives!  
 The Em Tehan Perpetual Trophy was awarded to Rosemary Simon who 
has been a long-term member of Strath Creek Landcare, and been on the 
committee for much of that time. She has always been a willing volunteer at 
events, excels at food preparation and has generously hosted several Landcare 
functions. 
 President Susan King reported on the year’s activities, including working 
within the community, collaborating with other groups, and connecting 
philosophically and socially after planting and other interactive days – with a bit 
of wine for the adults of course! 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 

 
         President:  Susan King  (5784 9308, susan_king1@icloud.com ) 
         Vice-president:  Sue Martin  (5784 9255,  s.martin@latrobe.edu.au )                     
         Secretary:  Janet Hubbard  (5780 1489,  janter.hubbard@gmail.com ) 

         Treasurer:  Jim Osborne  (5784  9393, jgo295strathgln@optusnet.com.au ) 

Award winner Rosemary 
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Committee.  Following the AGM the SCLG committee is as follows: Susan King (President), Sue Martin 
(Vice-president), Janet Hubbard (Secretary), Jim Osborne (Treasurer), Kevin Foster, Sonia Gulec, Terry 
Hubbard, Laurie Macmillan, Don Todd, David Wakefield, and new members Jan and Chris Ryan. Many 
thanks to retiring members Rosemary and David for all their work for Landcare over the years.  
 
Frog apps.  You’ve no doubt heard the frenzied calling of frogs in dams 
and swamps recently. An example can be heard on our Focus on Fauna 
blog. You can contribute to citizen science by downloading a free app, then 
recording your local frogs and uploading the calls to have them identified by 
experts. The Melbourne Water Frog Census app is available for both Apple 
and Android devices, as is the Australian Museum’s FrogID app.   
 
Voice recorders.  The Landcare group has four small hand-held voice 
recorders that are simple to use and good for recording wildlife calls such as frogs or 
birds as an aid to identification. Contact Dave Wakefield on 5780 1225 or by email if you 
would like to borrow one. 
 
Nest box camera.  We also have a camera on an extension pole that can check on the occupancy or not 
of nest boxes – safer than ageing men climbing ladders! So if you know the location of any nest boxes on 
your property and would like to know what’s using them, contact Dave Wakefield to arrange a visit. 
 
Myna traps.  Following a request in our last newsletter for the return of myna traps, we now have 5 
available for use by members. Myna numbers around the district seem to be increasing, so if you want to 
borrow one, and help reduce the myna population, contact Susan or Janet.  
 
Birds.  The annual Aussie Backyard Bird Count for BirdLife Australia is coming up from 21 to 27 October. 
This is a great way to connect with the birds in your backyard, garden or patch of bush, and also see what 
others are recording around the country or locally. Register and find out how to take part on the website. 
 
Platypus monitoring.  Burslems Bridge on Upper King Parrot Creek Road just off the Broadford-
Flowerdale Road has now been registered as a monitoring site with the Australian Platypus Monitoring 
Network.  If any members are keen to search for platypus and are able to regularly visit the site, 
especially around dawn or dusk, then you are encouraged to register as a volunteer on the website. All it 
takes is a 5 minute search upstream and downstream from the bridge. There’s plenty of information on 
the website, or Dave Wakefield should be able to answer any questions on this citizen science project. 
 
Fox Control Project.  Another round of coordinated baiting is due to start  in October around the King 
Parrot Creek catchment and a number of our members are now on board with this ongoing and very 
successful project. If you do want to participate, contact Chris Cobern on 0418 855 490. 
 
Exotic pests.  The government’s Chief Environmental Biosecurity Officer has just released the interim 
priority list of exotic environmental pests and diseases. This list focuses on exotic pests and diseases that 
pose the highest risk to our environment and public spaces and contains some pretty nasty potentially 
invasive threats. The list will be used to enable activities that help prevent the entry, establishment and 
spread of exotic pests and diseases. You can download the full list here. 
 
Stray livestock.  Casey Southurst, Murrindindi Shire’s Community Safety Officer, advises that if you 
notice animals wandering at large within the Shire, please contact her on 5772 0333 at any time of the 
day. This will allow officers to respond immediately to ensure the roads are kept safe for everybody, 
especially over the busy summer months.  
 
Membership.  If you didn’t manage to make it to the AGM, a reminder that the annual membership fee of 
$10 is due.You can either send a cheque to the treasurer, Jim Osborne, at PO Box 835 Seymour 3661, or 
pay by direct debit to Strath Creek Landcare Group BSB 633-000 account no. 14 116 9193. 
 
Weather.  Winter rainfall was 189mm, which was 20mm below average. The year’s total to the end of 
August was 333mm, about 106mm less than average. And so far in September we’ve had 50.6mm, about 
16mm below average. So overall it has been a drier than ‘normal’ year to date, and the Bureau of 
Meteorology’s modelling indicates continued drier than average rainfall for at least the next two months. 
 

Pobblebonk 
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