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COMING EVENTS:  

 
Saturday 29th February, Platypus & Rakali Survey, 6pm at Pioneer Reserve, Strath Creek.  
Our group has been surveying the King Parrot Creek for these elusive creatures for many years and 
contributing to the Australian Platypus Conservancy’s database. We start the evening with a picnic, then 
head off to our selected sites for a tranquil hour, observing the creek and waiting for a satisfying sighting 
of a platypus or rakali. Bring food, drink, binoculars, a cushion, insect repellant and plenty of optimism!  
 
Sunday 1st March, Clean Up Australia Day, 9am start, Strath Creek. The usual roadside clean-up with 
teams covering all roads leading out from Strath Creek. Safety vests, signs, gloves and bags provided. 
This activity is registered with Clean Up Australia and is covered by their insurance. Any new volunteers 
are requested to contact Susan King, but for safety reasons children are not allowed to participate. 
 

Note: For all Strath Creek Landcare events, please reply to Janet on 5780 1489 or 
janter.hubbard@gmail.com if you plan to come. This is essential for catering purposes. 

 
Elsewhere in the district: 
Sunday 2nd February, Breakfast with the Birds, Y Water Discovery Centre, 7.30am. Light breakfast 
provided 9am – cost $5, kids free. Bring binoculars. RSVP essential to wetlands.yea@gmail.com  
 
Each Thursday 20th February to 9th April, Sustainable Gardening and Farming using Biodynamic 
Principles, Community House Yea, 10am-1pm. A course suitable for broadacre farmers, market 
gardeners and people wanting to extend their knowledge or looking to start a business in farming with 
organics/biodynamics. Subsidised cost is $130 ($80 concession) and enrolments can be made online. 
Enquiries to the Kinglake Neighbourhood House 5786 1301 or email biodynamics.vic1@bigpond.com 
 
Saturday 14th and Sunday15th March, Agricultural Chemical Users Course, Taggerty, and Sunday 
29th March, 1080 endorsement, Yea, 9am-4pm. Cost $30, normally $600. For full details go to the 
UGLN website. Register soon with Cat Thomas on 0418 655 474 or email uglandcare@ugln.net  
 
Saturday 18th April, Dindi Sustainable Living Expo, Yea Railway Reserve, 9am - 3pm. Hosted by 
Murrindindi Shire Council to celebrate the natural environment and sustainable living in Murrindindi Shire. 
 

 
 
Fires.  Since our last newsletter the news has of course been dominated by the ferocious and devastating 
bushfires in large parts of the country. Landcare has already been active in providing help to affected 
areas in the form of hay supplies, agistment of livestock and fencing. Many organisations involved in the 
recovery stress that donations of money are the most effective way for individuals to help. To this end the 
ABC website has a list of worthy appeals. As well as the terrible loss of life and property, experts estimate 
that as many as a billion or more animals have been killed, including some threatened species – and that 
figure doesn’t include fish, frogs, bats or insects. Many of the surviving animals have lost breeding and 
feeding habitat and now face starvation. Wildlife Victoria and Zoos Victoria are both in need of emergency 
funds to assist wildlife recovery. 
 
Birds.  As a result of the widespread fires birds are likely to show up in unexpected places, so it’s worth 
keeping an eye out for unusual feathered visitors. BirdLife Australia is encouraging landholders to provide 
shaded, clean and well protected water sources, and help sick and injured birds by placing them in a cool, 
dark space and contacting wildlife carers or the local vet. Some sensible tips for helping wildlife in general 
during hot weather are provided on the Connecting Country website. 
 

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 
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Fox Control Project.  Another round of coordinated and targeted 1080 baiting was held around the King 
Parrot Creek catchment in October, with 28 landholders participating. More than 200 baits were taken, 
roughly two-thirds of those laid, which potentially means 200 less predatory foxes roaming the landscape.  
If you do want to join in the baiting or monitoring programs, contact Chris Cobern on 0418 855 490. 
 
FeralScan.  All sightings of foxes, and control activities, during the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control 
Project are uploaded to the FoxScan website which is a component of FeralScan, the national community 
mapping database that provides a valuable resource for monitoring the extent of feral animal problems 
and their management. FeralScan has now expanded to cover 13 different animal pests, from rabbits and 
foxes, feral cats and pigs, through to wild dogs and deer. Over 22,000 members of the public have signed 
up or used FeralScan for reporting problems with pest species in their local area. FeralScan is also 
supporting 365 community groups like Landcare, local government councils and regional biosecurity 
groups, to effectively map, monitor and showcase the success of their management programs. FeralScan 
is also available as an app for your phone or tablet, so start recording your sightings!. 

 
King Parrot Creek.  Summer monitoring of  refuge pools along 
King Parrot Creek began with a sense of urgency in early 
January following extremely dry conditions and water level 
impacts. By then the creek had been reduced to a number of 
refuge pools. Pools are regularly monitored by Waterwatch 
volunteers, checking temperature and dissolved oxygen (DO) 
levels. If water levels drop even further, DO can become a 
concern for the endangered Macquarie Perch isolated in these 
pools. With no flow through the pools, DO levels can decrease 
rapidly particularly as the air temperature rises and this has the 
potential to lead to fish deaths. The GBCMA and fish scientists 
initiated the montoring program to determine if translocation of 

fish to a more secure area was required. Fortunately, rains in January have resulted in the return of flow 
throughout the entire length of the creek. This will now allow isolated fish to 
move freely again up and down the stream for the time being. Monitoring 
will continue throughout the summer. 
 
Echidnas.  Researchers at the University of Adelaide have been studying 
the molecular biology of monotremes (both echidna and platypus), the 
world’s oldest mammals. They are using their knowledge and molecular 
tools to help with echidna conservation – but they need help from citizen 
scientists to collect data. Their Echidna ‘Conservation Science Initiative’ is 
seeking photos and scat samples. For details of the initiative go to the 
website or download the EchidnaCSI app. 
 
Extinctions.  A sobering item in the last edition of Feral Flyer, the email newsletter from the Centre of 
Invasive Species Solutions notes that 100 uniquely Australian species have become extinct, or extinct in 
the wild, since European occupation. The spate of extinctions over the past 50 years is almost entirely 
due to invasive species, including disease (in the case of frogs). Three reported extinctions, and two 
extinctions in the wild, have occurred in just the last decade. 
 
Weather.  What a roller coaster of conditions we’ve had this summer. For instance, maximum daily 
temperatures in December varied from 12.5 to 41.5°C. And after receiving a paltry 11.6mm of rain in 
December, we had 111mm, nearly 10 times that amount, in January, although totals appear to have 
varied widely around the district depending on the location of thunderstorms. But that is not the wettest 
January we’ve had – it was exceeded in1984 and in 2011 we had a whopping 177mm. 
 
The Bureau of Meteorology’s Annual Climate Statement shows that 2019 was the hottest on record for 
Australia, exceeding the long-term average by 1.5°C. The previous hottest was 2013, followed by 2005, 
2018 and 2017. It was also Australia’s driest year on record, with much of the country affected by drought, 
especially NSW and southern Queensland. The extraordinarily low rainfall experienced in 2019 was 
comparable to that seen in the driest periods in Australia's recorded history, including the Federation 
Drought and the Millenium Drought. 
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