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National Tree Day.  The annual major planting day has been cancelled 
this year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Two sites were to be 
planted out, and it has been suggested that small “flying  squads” of 
volunteers be formed to carry out planting at these sites at short notice and 
for just a couple of hours. Unfortunately we won’t be able to enjoy the 
usual barbeque and glass of wine afterwards, but no doubt when things get 
a bit more towards normal we can make up for the omission! 
 
We are asking members who would be willing to join this program to let us 
know, so that if a nice sunny day is forecast we can contact you to get some planting done. This may be 
during the week as well as weekends. We would of course expect members to conform to all appropriate 
protocols and restrictions. Please advise Laurie on 5780 1225 or email landd@skymesh.com.au  if you 
would be available and what time would best suit you. 
 
Fox Control Project.  Another round of remote camera monitoring was held during April with 43 cameras 
deployed on properties of participants in the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control Project. Fox numbers 
recorded on camera were either stable or down on previous monitoring surveys. The reduction in fox 
numbers was particularly noticeable on properties involved in the KPCFCP baiting programs. If you do 
want to join in the baiting or monitoring programs, contact Chris Cobern on 0413 855 490 or email  
ugln.projects@ugln.net . 
For a full report on the 2020 camera monitoring, including some great shots of native wildlife such as 
bandicoots and lyrebirds, as well as pest species, go to the UGLN website at http://ugln.net/2020-king-
parrot-catchment-fox-control-project-kpcfcp-camera-monitoring-program/ . 
Another follow-up baiting program is underway at present. There are 27 participating properties covering 
almost 3,500 ha. In addition, two recent weekend fox drives by the Mt Sugarloaf Hunt Club resulted in 48 
foxes being shot in the district, so the project and related activities are certainly proving effective. 
 

Riparian fencing and revegetation.  Our King Parrot Creek 
riparian management  project, being carried out under an 
agreement with the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management 
Authority, has been severely curtailed due to the pandemic, and 
extremely wet ground. However, Terry Hubbard and his merry 
band of fencers managed to complete the fencing on one of the 
two properties proposed in the current round of the agreement. 
The planting will be undertaken in 2021 after further blackberry 
control. By providing paid fencing and planting services under 
these agreements with the CMA the Landcare goup has found a 
winning formula – we get extensive sections of the creek protected 
and enhanced, while also getting a boost to the group’s coffers. 

 

 

 
Landcare Victoria.  Landcare Victoria has announced the appointment of Andrew Maclean as its new 
CEO to guide an exciting period of growth for the organisation.The role of the CEO will be to build 
stronger partnerships, attract new funding sources and shore up ongoing employment and support for 
Victorian Landcare facilitators. Mr Maclean said he wants Landcare to be recognised as having a key role 
in sustainable land management in Victoria. He joins Landcare Victoria at a pivotal time, given that groups 
and networks must reapply for state funding for facilitators via a competitive process later this year. 
Landcare’s unique strength is its deep roots in regional communities. Mr Maclean sees his role as CEO 
will be to unlock the knowledge and passion of grassroots volunteers by bringing new methods to the 
table that ensure Landcare remains relevant and strong. He sees opportunities for Landcare to be better 
recognised for its contribution to sustainable agricultural production and he is particularly excited by the 
prospect of carbon farming and biodiversity stewardship funding.  

New members always welcome 
https://strathcreeklandcare.wordpress.com 
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Blackberry Action Group.  Our Project Officer, Chris Cobern has been re-appointed for the next season 
of blackberry control, so if you want advice or assistance in formulating a management plan, please 
contact Chris on 0413 855 490 or email ugln.projects@ugln.net . 
 
Wild Pollinator Count.  Another citizen science project that some members  have regularly contributed 
to. A total of 1959 valid observations were submitted in this autumn’s count. The previous record was 736 
observations, in spring 2019, so this is a huge increase! This count coincided with COVID-19 lockdowns. 
Over 20,000 individual insects were observed, at over 560 unique postcodes. Almost 1,950 total 
observations were submitted. Bees were the most commonly observed flower visitors, closely followed by 
flies. European honey bees were the most counted individuals (8,280). It was also interesting to see how 
many European wasps (2,050), an invasive exotic pest species, were counted this time. 
 
Webinars.  There have recently been several interesting and informative online presentations and 
discussions (webinars, or seminars conducted over the internet) related to environmental or natural 
resources topics. We will continue to notify Landcare members of coming webinars as we learn of them. 
 
Macquarie Perch.  The results for this year’s surveys in the King Parrot Creek by Arthur Rylah Institute 
scientists showed a total of 206 fish were captured comprising 7 native and 5 introduced species. 
Macquarie Perch was the most abundant species. Conditions for the perch were not looking good early 
this summer, with the stream ceasing to flow earlier than previous years and little rain forecast. 
Thankfully, rain came and continued to fall on a fairly regular basis to keep refreshing flow. In response to 
harsh summer conditions Macquarie Perch numbers have experienced a gradual decline over the past 
few seasons, following a peak in 2015. We need a few favourable summers to build up the population 
numbers and resilience once again, but prospects are good with many young fish recorded this year. 
 
Climate-ready checklist.  While the magnitude of climate change can seem daunting, it is surprising 
what can be achieved through local conservation action. Trust for Nature has produced a list of what 
landholders can do to help protect native plants and animals until hopefully there is a global transition to a 
more sustainable world: 
 

 Observe how native species on your property respond to small variations and to different 
pressures. Use this information to help think about and plan your conservation actions. 

 Manage existing habitat to support as much diversity as possible, increasing its capacity to provide 
food for native species throughout the year and places for shelter and breeding. 

 Consider how to improve the quality of each layer of vegetation and habitat feature present on 
your property  and the actions which will achieve the most enduring change. 

 Maintain or improve the quality of the most productive environmental areas of the property. 

 Tackle existing and emerging threats from pest animals, weeds or over-abundant native species 
as a priority to reduce competition and predation pressures on local fauna and flora. 

 Improve habitat connectivity on your property and through the local district to increase habitat. 

 Record changes in species occurrences, abundances or 
life history patterns. 

 
The Ground Storey.  The Goulburn Broken Catchment 
Management Authority has produced a wonderful booklet that 
highlights the importance and benefits of retaining and 
managing the ground storey on a rural property for land and soil 
health and native wildlife habitat so it may contribute to an 
overall healthier environment. The booklet can be downloaded 
from the GBCMA website. 
 
 Weather. The rainfall total for June was 61.6mm, just below the long-term average of 68.0mm, as was 
May (56.2mm compared to 58.0mm average). But given the very wet first four months of the year there 
was enough rain to keep soil moisture high, and create some very sodden lower paddocks! The year’s 
total to the end of June was 519mm, well above the average of 304mm. 
A reminder that you can keep up to date with rainfall data on the Bureau of Meteorology website – it is 
worth bookmarking the page showing 24-hour totals for the Goulburn Broken Catchment for the past 7 
days. And for daily rainfall totals specific to Strath Creek click HERE. 
Mean daily maximum temperatures have been significantly below normal for the past three months, but 
overnight minimums have not been far off the long-term averages. 
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