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A brief history of Strath Creek Landcare Group  

The Strath Creek Landcare Group was founded in 1996, ten years after 

the Landcare movement was born in Victoria and seven years after it 

became a national movement.  It is part of the Upper Goulburn Landcare 

Network. Landcare was and remains an organisation that couples  

farming with conservation, fostering a generation of environmentally- 

minded agriculturalists and landowners. 

Strath Creek’s Landcare Group evolved from earlier environmental 

groups in the community and grew from a core of nine members to  

include more than 60 families who live in the district, either  

permanently or as weekenders. Most are active and frequent  

participants in Landcare activities. 

Original and early members include Noreen and Kevin Foster, Gavin 

Hodge, Gary and Teresa Hendy, David Wakefield and Laurie Macmillan, 

and Danielle Beischer.  

 

The Impact of a global event on a small community. 

In February 2020 the world found itself in the grip of a highly infectious 

pandemic, COVID 19, a respiratory corona virus. In Australia, as in many 

countries, governments implemented strict lockdowns from March 

2020, to slow the spread of the infection. In rural Victoria this was also 

the case; restrictions on family and community gatherings caused great 

loneliness, the requirement to work from home, or not work all, caused 

considerable hardship. But people coped, with fortitude, resilience, and 

usually good humour. The myriad organisations, small and large, that 

flourish in small towns also kept communities connected, even if they 

had to meet online. Strath Creek Landcare was one of these groups. 
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What is the podcast about? 

The podcast runs from Spring 2020 – Spring 2021 and takes the 

listener through a year of Landcare events that typically stud the 

SCLG calendar; tree plantings, fence building, platypus and rakali 

counts, discussions about wildlife and waterways, responsible 

farming and weed control and most importantly, social  

get-togethers with plenty of red (and white) wine and delicious 

communally-prepared food. The pandemic might have interfered 

with some events, but members have found plenty of  

opportunities to meet and enjoy themselves in the midst of the 

pandemic. The majority of members took up the offer of  

vaccinations against the virus when they became available and  

fortunately, in Strath Creek, as in many rural communities, the 

Covid 19 infection has been kept at bay.  

The podcast runs from Spring 2020 – 

Spring 2021. 
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The origins of the podcast 

The idea of creating an audio podcast telling the story of Strath 

Creek Landcare Group has its origins in 2018, instigated by long 

term SCLG members Laurie Macmillan and David Wakefield (both 

deceased), They approached ABC radio producer and journalist  

Fiona Gruber, a member of the Strath Creek Landcare Group, with 

the idea of making a podcast. 

It wasn’t until June 2020 and the advent of the pandemic, however, 

that the idea gained momentum. The SCLG podcast steering  

committee, which comprised Laurie Macmillan, President Susan 

King, Vice-President Sue Martin and journalist and radio producer 

Fiona Gruber submitted a grant application to Murrindindi Shire and 

the thrust of the audio documentary changed from a  

straight-forward history of the group to one about a small  

community organisation coping with COVID 19.  

The grant was approved in August 2020, by which time Victoria was 

in the middle of a three-month lockdown. Celebrations at winning 

the award were very muted as the group had just heard the  

devastating news that Laurie Macmillan and David Wakefield had 

taken their own lives. SCLG had lost two of their wisest and most 

knowledgeable members, tireless contributors to the running of the 

group, creators of a highly valued guide to the Birds of the Lower 

King Parrot Valley and the founders 

of the popular and influential lecture 

series, Focus on Fauna.  

https://focusonfauna.com/about/
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Participants 

It wasn’t possible to include every member of Strath Creek  

Landcare Group in this podcast, but many are here, talking and 

laughing, clinking glasses, wielding fencing tools, spades and tree 

guards, and watching silently for platypuses in the waters of the 

King Parrot Creek. 

All opinions are the participants’ own, and don’t necessarily  

reflect the broad community view, but together, the hope is to 

give a representative spectrum of the concerns and philosophy of 

Strath Creek Landcare Group in the years 2020 and 2021. 
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VOICES of the Podcast ‘Plant a Tree to Grow a 

Community’. 

Noreen and Kevin Foster: Noreen and Kevin have lived in 

Strath Creek since the 1980s at ‘Strathmore’. Noreen’s history of 

the area, Whispers in the Valley (1985) is a valuable contribution 

to the region’s store of knowledge. 

Terry and Janet Hubbard: Terry served long periods as 

President of Strath Creek Landcare, President of the Upper  

Goulburn Landcare Network, Chair of the Victorian Landcare 

Council, Chair of Landcare Victoria Inc., Chair of the National 

Landcare Network and remains a Director of Landcare Victoria 

Inc. He and Janet farm ‘Three Sisters’. Janet, who is currently 

secretary of SCLG, has been central to growing and sustaining 

the vigorous membership of the group over 25 years. 

Susan and Joel King: Susan and Joel live on ‘Strath View’, a 

property overlooking the township. Susan has been SCLG  

President since 2018 and a member since 2002. Joel is a  

stalwart member of the SCLG fencing team. 

Ron Litjens: Ron, with his wife Kate Hawkins purchased a 

bush block on Junction Hill in 2004 and joined the SCLG in 2009 

after the fires. He was vice president (2014) and President 

(2015-2017). Ron manages ‘Focus on Fauna’, a web blog created 

in 2010 to document the return of wildlife to the area after the 

devastating Black Saturday fires but now documents wildlife 

sightings in the area.  

Selen Rifat: Selen joined SCLG in 2018 and she and her hus-

band Ekrem Fuldagli have recently bought land near Kilmore. 

Her essay ‘Landcare Saved Me’ won the 2021 Landcarer  

Magazine National Competition in 2021. 

https://focusonfauna.com/
https://www.landcarer.com.au/stories/407/landcare-saved-me-by-selen-rifat-sclg-member/
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Sue Martin: Sue and her husband Eric Smith live and farm at 

‘Havoc’, next to the Murchison Gap Lookout. Sue has been vice 

president of SCLG from 2017 and Eric is the local CFA Captain. 

Mark Williams and Fiona Gruber: Mark and Fiona Gruber 

run ‘Winfields’, a small farm in Flowerdale established by Mark’s 

parents Hilary and Robin Williams in 1981. Mark’s parents were 

long time members of SCLG and this continues with Fiona and 

Mark. 

Sharon MacDonald: Sharon and Euan lived in Strath Creek for 

many years at ‘Waoria’ before relocating to the Mornington  

Peninsula. Both maintain their contacts in the community. 

Glenys Osborne: Glenys and her husband Jim, SCLGs treasurer, 

are long term members of Landcare and live at ‘Strathglen  

Station’ in Strath Creek.  

Graeme and Diane Parncutt: Graeme and his wife Diane 

Hagqvist have been visitors to Strath Creek for 20 years and  

caretakers of ‘Callendoon Cottage’ for the past 13 years. Graeme 

works with his brother Bruce to revegetate and maintain the 

property’s riparian corridor while Diane writes and illustrates 

children’s books about the native animals that live along the 

creek. 

Neil Kendrick: Neil works for Yarra Trams and has a property 

at Flowerdale. He’s been a member of SCLG for 15 years.  

John Rogers: John and his wife Ros ran the Village Green, a 

cricket ground with attached accommodation for many years. 

They sold the business in 2021 but continue to live locally and 

are in the process of building a carbon neutral house.  
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Don Todd: Don, his wife Dee and son Jack farm locally on 

‘Dondeejack Peruvian Paso Stud’. Don is a long-term member, 

very active in maintaining Coonan’s Reserve, as well as fencing 

and planting in many projects. 

Cassandra McKeown: Cassandra and her husband Steve  

Ballinger moved to Strath Creek two years ago after many years 

of humanitarian work in the Middle East, Africa and the Pacific.  

Jarrah Patten: Jarrah, aged nine, lives locally with his parents 

Vikki, and Trent. Trent is a member of the Environment Group 

Friends of the Leadbeater’s Possum using his heat detecting 

sensors to locate them in the Victorian Central Highlands.  

Other Voices heard: The broader cast of Strath Creek  

Landcare, wielding spades, hammering pickets, lifting wine 

glasses and sharing in the spirit of this beautiful, bountiful land. 

Music 

A special thank you to the musicians whom you hear in this 

podcast. Country-singing legend Bobby Valentine lives locally 

at ‘Callandoon’ with partner Robin Campbell. His song ‘The King 

Parrot Creek’ is almost an anthem for the community.  

https://www.bobbyvalentine.com.au/  to find out more about 

Bobby and his music.  

Michael Johnson is a multi-instrumentalist and composer best 

known for his performances with the harp. He has been  

resident musician at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, for 

more than twenty years. His mother, Rosemary Simon and  

Uncle Terry Hubbard are stalwarts of SCLG.  

https://www.michaeljohnson.com.au/  

Podcast:   Plant a Tree to Grow a Community 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/24/plan-to-save-endangered-leadbetters-possum-must-consider-timber-industry-minister-says
https://www.bobbyvalentine.com.au/
https://www.michaeljohnson.com.au/
https://youtu.be/zMwdgV3GkNM
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Who we are? 

Strath Creek is a small community in the Shire of Murrindindi. 

Historically pioneers settled here and with the country’s need for 

wood, the hills were denuded. The township flourished with 

shops, churches, a pub, a school and hall. The Strath Creek was a 

productive waterway often flooding but nowadays the creek,  

often has water flowing below ground.  

‘Long may the group and everyone in it flourish and may the 

valleys, hills and waterways continue to benefit from its  

benevolent attention.’ Fiona Gruber 2021. 
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