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Dear Strath Creek Landcare 

Members.  

Welcome to this edition of your 

newsletter and new members. 

Not much has happened in the last 

month or two—just cancellations. 

With the weather fining up (most 

days) we have been in our  

gardens or blocks planting. Janet 

and Terry’s final count was 1000 

stems. What a great job! 

Our AGM was a Zoom meeting on 

the Monday 8th November. There 

are spaces on the committee if 

you like to join. Just let Janet or 

me know and we will include you. 

Personally I am looking forward to 

us all getting together next year 

for Focus on Fauna afternoons, 

platypus and rakali counts and 

planting again. 

For members who were able to 

attend our Christmas Function at 

Glen and Kim Spalding’s on the 

King Parrot Creek, the night was a 

bit blustery and cold but there is a 

great fire arrangement to keep 

everyone warm.  

Highlight for the evening were  

* Joel King awarded the Em Tehan 

Trophy by Terry Hubbard for his 

work and support in the fencing 

team and to Terry.  

*We also had the first showing of 

the podcast ’Plant a tree to build a 

community—the story of Strath 

Creek Landcare and our year in 

Covid’. This project was supported 

by a community grant from the 

Murrindindi Council. The official 

launch of the podcast will be in the 

2nd week of January 2022. The 

podcast was well received. 

*The final highlight was Bobby  

Valentine and the Band of Renown 

who donated their time to provide 

entertainment for the evening. 

Some us were even dancing. 

What a year we have had! As a group, this past year was about moving on 

and achieving as many Landcare events as were possible. And yes, we have 

had three steps forward and 1 step back so on average we have achieved. I 

don’t think we thought the COVID restrictions would go on for so long,  

limiting our face-to -face events.  

Our regular commitments to community happened with Clean up Australia 

Day – still collecting ute loads, and a National Tree Day planting along the 

King Parrot Creek. We were able to have one event about supporting new 

farmers in our area about ‘Caring for Cattle’ at Don and Dee Todd’s farm. 

The next is about ‘Safety on the Farm’ postponed twice already and planned 

for next autumn, Citizen Science projects like the Platypus and Rakali Count 

and bird surveys contribute to our community focus. 

From experience we learnt not to plan too far ahead because we were likely 

to cancel so we organised plantings ‘on the fly’ with short notice. Our  

metropolitan members could not join us and although we sent our  

commiserations, we did get on with the job of planting and celebrating in 

small groups or in the open.  

Planting along the KPC is always rewarding after seeing woody weeds  

destroyed, wide fencing of riparian zones and the camaraderie of the  

volunteers planting and chatting. Terry and our fencing team were very  

active building those fences in a very efficient and happy manner. We  

welcomed new members and visitors who came along to enjoy our  

Landcare environment.  

Other successes included: 

*Selen winning $500 for her winning piece about how ‘Landcare Saved Her’ 

from Landcare Australia. 

*Fiona Gruber completing interviews for our podcast . 

*Members put together a 3-hour educational package for students from 

Frankston Christian College, about Landcare – what we are doing to 

heal the environment damaged by pioneers. 

*An online presentation to architecture students at Monash University, 

about Strath Creek including Landcare aspects as background to create  

buildings specific to Strath Creek and its needs. 

*A student requesting information about indigenous plants and foods in 

Strath Creek.  

*Letters of support for projects such as funding for a course on Farm  

Forestry next year, letters of support for submissions such as resulting 

Dan Andrews backing down on allowing camping along all the  

waterways in Victoria. We are one 

voice in many and indicates the  

diversity of what Landcarers  

can achieve. Cont page 6. 

Strath Creek Landcare Group 

Thank you very much to Kim and Glen Spalding for the venue and great  

cooking, and to Bobby Valentine and the Band of Renown for songs 

and music to complete the evening. Also thank you to members who 

took on different roles for the evening like Jan Ryan who was our Covid  

Regulator, and for those members contributing with sweets and salads. 

Susan  

Fire restrictions started 13th December 2021 

mailto:susan_king1@icloud.com
mailto:janter.hubbard@gmail.com
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King Par rot  C atchm ent  Fox Control  Project  –  

2021  Cam era  
Chris Cobern reports on our fox control 

program in our area. Movement sensitive 

cameras are placed at the same spot 

each time so as to compare results for 

the program and to  investigate what 

other fauna are around. Endangered 

Lewin Rales were photographed along 

with sugar gliders, long-nosed  

bandicoots, brushed tailed Phascogale, 

lyre birds and many more—very  

encouraging, as Chris says. 

Forty-three cameras were recently  

deployed on properties of participants in 

the King Parrot Catchment Fox Control 

Project (KPCFCP). This included 19  

locations in the Upper Catchment, 15 in 

the Mid Catchment and nine in the Lower 

Catchment. For the full story go to the 

UGLN website. 

Thank you Chris and UGLN for permission 

to share the article. 

Presidents Report AGM 2021 cont 

Ron Litjens is now supported by 2 extra bloggers for Focus on Fauna which contin-

ues to delight and inform many readers. You maybe aware of the Murrindindi Wild-

life Shelter Inc which is local and non-profit. This year Kate has rescued an explosion 

of young ring tail possums, and sugar gliders (70 plus) and recently five baby  

phascogales which were found in a bag of rags in a house in Yea. Such rescues  

mainly come from areas where habitat has been taken over by housing. Our wild-life 

corridors on private properties and along creeks do help our fauna to survive and 

thrive.  

This past year, a long serving lifetime member, Simon Kearny died. Simon was  

responsible for developing SCLG into an incorporated body and attended to the  

lawyer requirements for our group and was on the committee. My initial meeting 

with Simon was him on his 4x4 spraying the blackberries along our fence lines. Vale 

Simon. 

This year Kevin Foster is standing down from the committee. Kevin and Noreen have 

been continuous members and on committees since the beginning with the Water 

Trust and Environment Group. Their support for Landcare has been immense and, 

personally, I will miss Kevin on our committee. 

On reading last year’s report, many activities were halted, put on hold to next year 

or cancelled all together. This next year will be a refocus/review of what can be 

achieved within constraints related to Covid 19. 

My thanks go to the committee for their continued support of our Landcare values 

and goals, supporting Strath Creek and to all members in supporting each other. I 

am grateful for the opportunity to volunteer with so many committed people. 

Thank you, Janet Hubbard who continues to keep me in-line, to Jim Osborne for his 

continued attention to detail for all things monetary, to Sue Martin who became our 

Covid Marshall reminding us what we needed to remember to be Covid safe and to 

Terry who continues to be my reluctant mentor and hustler about Landcare ‘stuff’.  

Truly, without the support of these people, Strath Creek Landcare Group would not 

be the group highly valued and recognised by many other Landcare groups. To all 

members, thank you for being a part of our group and contributing when 

you can. 

Susan 

Focus on Fauna continues to 

produce great information 

about our local fauna insects 

and birds. 

Recent article Geoff Leslie 

‘Scratchy Songbird’. 

One of the great sounds of 

Spring and Summer that 

catches my ear every year is 

the scratchy call of the Ru-

fous Songlark (Megalurus 

mathewsi). The books  

describe it as witcher-weedle 

witcher-weedle as well as 

other trills and phrases. The 

call of the male heralds the 

onset of the breeding season 

and it is so loud it can be 

heard from a great distance. 

In the non-breeding season, 

both sexes are fairly quiet 

and unobtrusive but,  

anyway, they migrate North 

or inland for Autumn and 

Winter.  

Twice this year, I have come 

across two males having a 

‘Battle of the Band’ duel. One 

pair was at Mangalore, and 

the other on the Rail Trail 

near Cheviot Tunnel. One 

would fly to an exposed perch 

belting out his song, then the 

other would appear and 

chase him away before 

choosing another perch to 

stage a reprise. In neither 

case, did I spot a female, so 

I’m not sure who they were 

trying to impress, but they 

sure impressed me.  

Occasionally in our district I 

have come across the  

related Brown Songlark 

(Cincloramphus cruralis), 

which is a bigger bird, more 

often found on the ground or 

perched on a fence-post to 

sing and display.  

The Rufous prefers a few 

trees and is often found on 

farms that have retained 

some paddock trees. As my 

photo suggests, they don’t 

mind a fence-post either. 
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Focus on Fauna 

https://ugln.net/king-parrot-catchment-fox-control-project-2021-camera-monitoring-program/
https://focusonfauna.com/2021/12/13/scratchy-songbird/
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Events  in  and around Strath Creek  
Date Function Place Notes and Contacts 
1st Jan 2022 Happy New Year  

Friday 7th Jan from 
6.30 pm 

Community BBQ Pioneer Reserve BYO Everything—everyone is welcome. 

Saturday 15th Jan 
@ 8 am 

Community Working Bee 

for Australia Day followed 

by breakfast 

Pioneer Reserve Bring energy, digging weed tools, wheel barrows, 

rakes, blowers and anything else you can think 

of. Breakfast is bacon and egg rolls, tea and  

coffee. Water will be available 

Saturday 22nd Jan 
to 26th Jan 

Yea Club of Yea Art Show Yea Town Hall,  

High Street, Yea 

50th Anniversary: Open night 21st Jan, cost $20. 

Wednesday 26th 
Jan @ 9.30 am 

Australia Day event Pioneer Reserve Includes formalities, local community  

involvement, Lamington Competition and results 

of Photography competition.  

Friday 4th Feb 
from 6.30pm  

Community BBQ Pioneer Reserve BYO everything—everyone is welcome. 

Saturday 12th 
February 

Chinese New Year—the 

Year of the Ox. 

 

Oxen are the hard  

workers in the  

background, intelligent 

and reliable, but never 

demanding praise.  

Chinese Australian communities celebrate  

Chinese Lunar New Year with many customs, 

ancestor worship, family gatherings, special foods 

and gifts. This celebration is also an opportunity 

for Chinese Australians to share their cultural 
heritage with the wider Australian community.  

Friday March 4th 
from 6.30pm 

Community BBQ Pioneer Reserve BYO everything—everyone is welcome. 

Sunday 6th March 
meeting at 8.45am 

Clean Up Australia Day Along the roadsides of 

Strath Creek from 

Coonan’s Reserve, from 

the Murchison Gap  

Lookout and from  
Richards Bridge coming in 

to Strath Creek. 

At the end of the clean up we have a great  

morning tea in the Meeting Room of the Strath 

Creek Hall. We also share the most unusual finds 

of the event! The Murrindindi Shire provide the 

funding for the morning tea. 
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Strath Creek Landcare Group thanks Ron for all his continued 
support of Focus on Fauna with photos and quirky stories. Ron 
has continued to keep the Blog going through many trials and 
long bike rides. He is involved in many community activities 
giving presentations about the Yea Butter Factory restoration, 
Yea2030 and all creatures large and small. We hope to have 
Ron present in a Focus on Fauna format later in the year. Ron is 
a member of the SCLG Committee.  We are lucky to have him 
in our wider community.  
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Thank you to  

Focus on Fauna and  

sister sites for the use of pictures and stories 

from their websites 

From the archives of Focus on  

Fauna. Keep track of the FoF project by visit-

ing the website http://focusonfauna.com/ 

Please keep on sending unusual or interesting 

wildlife observations to Ron Litjens or email  

focusonfauna@gmail.com.  

Did you know there is a Land-

care Group for young adults  

(16 to 35ish years)—Upper 

Goulburn Intrepid Landcare? 

Annette Cavanagh of Yea, leads 

this tribe. Check out their  

Facebook page 

to see what is  

happening. 

Rec y cl in g  Medi cin e Bl is ter  Packs  

Ever stared at a Panadol blister pack wondering what the heck to do with 

the mixed plastic and aluminium packaging while waiting for the painkiller 

to kick in? Firstly, same. Secondly, we have some good news for you: this 

packaging is in fact recyclable! Just not through your council’s kerbside 

recycling service. 

If you live in New South Wales, Victoria or Queensland you may be able to 

recycle blister packs through your local Chemists’ Own pharmacy. Terra 

Cycle and Chemists’ Own have partnered to trial a free 

recycling program for all over-the-counter blister packs at 

select store locations. You can view the full list of partici-

pating stores here. 

https://focusonfauna.com/2021/06/20/raising-the-bar/
http://focusonfauna.com/
mailto:focusonfauna@gmail.com.
https://facebook.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40a486aff385e6207d2a37789&id=8e0a6009f0&e=d1f763f6df
https://facebook.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40a486aff385e6207d2a37789&id=8e0a6009f0&e=d1f763f6df
https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/brigades/chemists-own-blister-pack-recycling-program
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Even t  F lyers  f or  St rath  Creek  

Radio Journalist 
Fiona Gruber 
working on our 
Podcast 

Joel King receiving the Em Tehan 
Award from Terry Hubbard 

Gymea lily at 
Callandoon 
Cottage 

Terry and Joel at the  
Community working bee. All 
groups in Strath Creek are 
encouraged to join in to help. 


